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Hello LPA Families!

Fall is here and hopefully it will bring some cooler temperatures with it as well. We are so 

thankful for our amazing students, staff, and families for a fabulous start to the school year! We 

appreciate the support and advocacy that you as parents have offered to LPA. As we approach 

the end of the first quarter, I want to share my gratitude for our amazing and resilient staff, as 

well as to the families and the community that supports us! Thank you for supporting us, our 

staff, and of course, our students both academically and emotionally. 

It is my honor to formally congratulate LPA’s Teachers of the Year! Our elementary Teacher of 

the Year is Ms. Sutaria, and our Middle School Teacher of the Year is Ms. Heller. Our elementary 

Rookie Teacher of the Year is Ms. Bebout, and our Middle School Rookie Teacher of the Year is 

Ms. Balcita. Each of you are well deserved of this honor and recognition. 

Cognia, the organization that oversees our district’s accreditation, is conducting a review of our 

school district this year. Cognia has created surveys specifically for families in our school district. 

Please complete Cognia’s Family Survey to assist the district in our continuous improvement 

process. Please use this link to access the survey:                                         

https://eprovesurveys.advanc-ed.org/surveys/#/action/197512/p2065. 

Students in grades 3-8 will have the opportunity to complete the student surveys through their 

elementary computer elective or their ICT elective. 

During this past month of September, we hosted our first SAC meeting of the year, smiled 

brightly for our Fall pictures, kicked off the Charleston Wrap Fundraiser, participated in PTO 

Spirit Nights, and our cross-country team and our volleyball teams competed with such honor 

against their opponents. We have a lot of events that will be happening in October. Our cross-

country team and volleyball teams will continue to compete, our SAC Committee meeting, 

Drama fundraiser, Boosterthon Fun Run, Student Council Fall Dance for middle school students, 

Fall Centers in the elementary classes (teachers will send details), Red Ribbon Week where we 

emphasize being drug free and taking an active role in a healthy lifestyle, and more. 

Mark your calendars for the events 

below:

-Oct. 11: SAC Meeting at 4:00pm

-Oct. 11: PTO Spirit Night at 

Jeremiah’s

-Oct. 14: First Quarter Ends Oct. 14

-Oct. 17: No School: Teacher Planning 

Day

-Oct. 18: Second Quarter Begins

-Oct. 10-24: Drama Fundraiser

-Oct. 18-27: Boosterthon Fun Run 

and Fundraiser 

-Oct. 20: PTO meeting at 8:45am 

(must be approved volunteer to 

attend)

-Oct. 24-28: Red Ribbon Week 

-Oct. 25: Student Council Middle 

School Fall Dance (details will be sent 

to middle school families)

-Oct. 25: PTO Spirit Night at Tropical 

Smoothie 

Lastly, we are extremely excited that our digital marquee sign was 

installed last Friday! We look forward to having this up and running 

once the programs are completed.

Thank you for your continued support!

Gratefully together, 

Donny Hoessler, your proud LPA Principal

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feprovesurveys.advanc-ed.org%2Fsurveys%2F%23%2Faction%2F197512%2Fp2065&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.Hurley%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C72b064e5c7454726807008da964b615a%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C637987547755754070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h9tNCLbZytxIUZ6xhfluaEoOVFa4Kp6OwReRj%2FJ39Ow%3D&reserved=0
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LPA Awards Teachers of the Year!

By Zoey Albers and Scarlett Luettich

LPA is proud to announce our Teachers of the Year for 2022-2023! Our middle school 

teachers of the year are Rookie Teacher, Ms. Balcita who teaches language arts and Ms. 

Heller who is our guidance counselor for grades fifth and sixth. Our elementary teachers of 

the year are Ms. Sutaria from fifth grade and Rookie Teacher, Ms. Bebout from fourth 

grade. 

When Ms. Sutaria learned that she was the elementary teacher of the year she was “very 

excited; (she) felt so appreciated. “ She would like for her students to know that when they 

make choices like a “Sutarian” it pays off.  On a serious note, she just wants to her students 

to know that you should always do your best work and be your best and most authentic 

self.

Ms. Bebout is one of our fourth-grade teachers, who has been awarded Elementary Rookie 

Teacher of the Year. Something that lights up her day while teaching is what she calls ‘a 

lightbulb moment!’ She loves seeing when the student can understand what they are 

learning. “Being able to help and guide students to be their absolute best” and seeing the 

impact she has made on students makes her feel incredibly appreciated. She feels honored 

and has lots of love for her fellow teachers. She is grateful that her peers see good qualities 

in her and her teaching.

Ms. Heller is this year's middle school Teacher of the Year. She says she's very honored to 

have earned this title and is so blessed to be part of such a great team. This is Ms. Heller's 

fourth year at LPA. She was a world history teacher for nine years and it is her 8th year of 

counseling. Ms. Heller wants her students to know her office will always be a safe space. 

Her favorite part of working with kids is seeing them reach a goal, and how much they 

grow. “I couldn't do my job without the support of teachers and admin,” she says 

thankfully.

Our middle school Rookie Teacher of the Year, Ms. Balcita, feels surprised and very 

honored to be included in this year’s teachers of the year group. Ms. Balcita has been 

teaching for three years. Fun fact: She was involved in choosing the school colors and 

mascot! She says some of the most important things about being a teacher are, “meeting 

kids where they are, academically, and also helping them realize that I genuinely care 

about them.” Ms. Balcita wants her students to know that you matter, and she will care 

about you now and always.   Congratulations to all our well-deserved teachers of the year! 

Liberty Pines Academy is lucky to have you.

Meet Your New LPA 
Principal
By: Isabela Ortiz and Aislinn Reiher

Mr. Hoessler is excited to take this 
school to the next level. Some of 
his goals for LPA are to continue 
our academic success that we are 
used to, and the other goal is that 
we embody the LPA way: Learning 
is our top focus, Positive 
relationships are what we value 
and Aways being respectful and 
responsible. 

Before being a principal, he was an 
assistant principal at Julington
Creek Elementary School. Mr. 
Hoessler graduated from UCF. 

Some things Mr. Hoessler would 
want the parents and students to 
know about him are that he loves 
to play golf and he used to be a 
sign language interpreter. In his 
free time, he likes to golf, hang out 
with his family and go to the gym. 
He has enjoyed the positive 
atmosphere and the positive 
relations with the staff and 
teachers! 

Welcome back to LPA, 
Mr. Hoessler



Student Spotlight
By: Makenzi York and Taylor Shaw

Meet The Teacher – Ms. DeVault

By: Aislinn Reiher

Student Council

By Zoey Albers

Ms. DeVault is one of our new teachers here at                                                                    

LPA. She knew from a very young age that she                                                             

would want to be a teacher. There was never a 

moment where she did not want to be a teacher. 

After graduation from UCF, she started out teaching 

second grade, which is her favorite grade because 

she taught it for 6 years before moving to first 

grade. After teaching for 11 years her favorite part 

about teaching is seeing her students grow and them getting excited about 

their growth.

Her favorite subject to teach is math. She likes to do activities that reach 

the multiple learning ways of all her students. She wants her lessons to be 

memorable so that they stick with her students. In her free time, she loves 

to do anything Disney related. 

This Month’s student spotlight is RoxaBelle
Owens! RoxaBelle is seven years old and a                                                                    
member of  Ms. Elie’s first grade class.

RoxaBelle is new to LPA this year and is loving it. Her favorite part about LPA 
is “all the teachers are nice.” This year her favorite part has been going to 
resource. “My favorite resource is art, because I’m really crafty.”

Outside of school RoxaBelle enjoys playing soccer. When asked what she 
enjoys most about soccer, she replied with “I like it all.”
RoxaBelle can not wait for the rest of the year!

October is an eventful month for Student 

Council! We will be having a middle 

school dance on Oct. 25. The sixth 

graders will attend the dance from 3:30 

– 5:00, while the seventh and eighth 

graders will have a separate dance after, 

from 5:30 – 7:00. The theme of the 

dance will be Dress for Success in 

accordance with the spirit day theme 

during Red Ribbon Week. Tickets for the 

dance are 5:00 and there will also be 

concessions for sale.  Student Council 

will also be selling “Boo Grams” the 

week before Halloween.

Red Ribbon Week

Red Ribbon Week will consist of spirit 

days held October 24th – 28th, 

encouraging all kids to stay safe from 

drugs and alcohol in an engaging way. 

The student council created the themes 

of this week to coordinate with the 

Counselors’ messages for the week. 

These themes include the following: 

Monday, 10/24 – Decades Day – “Drugs 

are old news!”; Tuesday, 10/25 “Dress 

for Success to show you are drug free!”; 

Wednesday, 10/26 – Neon Day, “your 

future is bright when you say no to 

drugs!”; Thursday, 10/27 – Hiking Day, 

“tell drugs to take a hike!”; and Friday, 

10/28 Rally in RED!

This

https://non-neurotypical.blogspot.com/2011/04/time-dare-convinced-me-my-mother-was.html


Drama Spotlight

By Isabela Ortiz

Art Spotlight 

By Isabela Ortiz and Makenzi York

ART News - Meet
Mr. Wolfe
By: Valeria Leonard & Samantha McDonell

Mr. Wolfe is the middle school art teacher 
here at LPA. Born in Augusta, Georgia, Mr. 
Wolfe had always had a passion for art. He 
studied at the University of Georgia, where he 
earned a degree in art. When Mr. Wolfe was 
younger, he never thought about teaching! In 
fact, it was his mother who was always 
pushing him to teach. He says now that he 
doesn’t regret it because he “likes to be able 
to share knowledge.” He also enjoys being 
able to teach what he loves. When asked what 
his favorite grade is to teach, Mr. Wolfe 
responded with 6th grade. He says, “They’re so 
open to new concepts.” 

Mr. Wolfe has only been teaching at LPA for a 
year and a half, but he’s taught Middle 
schoolers so much about art! We are lucky to 
have him!

Elementary School Art
By: Samantha McDonnell

Mrs. Scoggins is our elementary school art 

teacher and brightens up this school with 

the beautiful art of her students. Mrs. 

Scoggins was born in Atlanta, Georgia. She 

went to Kennesaw state University and 

majored in art education.

Mrs. Scoggins has been teaching art for six 

years. She worked in Duval County for one 

year and at Liberty Pines Academy for five. 

Mrs. Scoggins was inspired to be an art 

educator because of her high school art 

teacher who was very motivating and 

pushed her to be a leader.

Mrs. Scoggins describes herself as creative, 

fun, and extraverted and she fits that 

description. Her favorite artwork this year is 

her African inspired artwork which is being 

done by her fifth graders. 

Mrs. Scoggins is an amazing art teacher and 

is a great member of the Liberty Pines 

Academy staff. She is full of spirit and joy. 

She lights up every room with her smile and 

creativity. 

Drama Corner

By Isabela Ortiz

In Ms. Herkel’s 7th grade Drama 1 classes they are finishing their “Taking the 

Stage” unit where they have been learning about different types of stages and 

parts of the stage.  Eighth grade Advanced Drama is working on monologues 

where they will choose their own monologues and are working on character and 

blocking; they will perform them in a couple of weeks. In eighth grade Technical 

Theatre, they just finished a unit on tools and general theater safety.  On Tuesday 

they began working on the stage preparing for the set to be built for “The Match 

Girl’s Gift: A Christmas Story.” Rehearsals have begun and the cast and crew has 

met for an initial read through of the script. The cast members then each wrote a 

character analysis and shared them. This week they will begin blocking the show. 

They are all very excited about telling this wonderful story. 

NEWS IN THE ARTS PROGRAMS…



MORE WOLF NEWS … Choir and Band News

By Layla Lei

In Choir and Symphonic band, they are prepping for the Liberty Parade. 

The rest of the bands and choir are working on music for the concert in 

November. 

Recently, 6 students in band auditioned for all state. All State auditions 

are very competitive. Anybody in the whole state, in the same age range, 

can try out to be in this amazing band. The students who tried out this 

year are:

▪ Claudia Herbert

▪ Vinay Vivek 

▪ Jonathan Marquette

▪ Logan Koury 

▪ Tristian Ocampo

▪ Advait Nair

Great job to everyone who auditioned! We are all very proud!

Caden is a student in choir. He explained how “Karaoke Friday” is his 

favorite part of chorus. The reason he joined choir is because he was 

very intrigued by singing. He has been singing since he was 3 years old 

and has continued singing until today. 

Trystan is in the beginning band. This is Trystan’s first year being a 

percussionist. He joined band because he likes learning new things. He 

talked about how he likes band because of his band instructor, Mr. 

Spilling. 

Safety Patrol Spotlight

By Katelynn Wilds 

This past month we had some safety 

patrol students who really went above 

and beyond. They truly showed how to 

follow the LPA Way. Their names are, 

Keegan Bunnell,  Sammantha Sanchez, Lily 

Chang, and Sylvia Thomas. Each one of these 

students followed the LPA way by showing 

that learning is our top focus, we value 

positive relationships, and to always be 

respectful and responsible.

Liberty Parade Preview

By Molly Raney

Liberty Pines Academy holds a Liberty 

Parade every year. When the school first 

opened, the Principal’s Advisory Committee 

(PAC) made the commitment to honor our 

veterans and active-duty men and women. 

All our local veterans and our family’s active 

service men and women are invited to 

attend each year.  Please have your students 

let their homeroom teacher know the 

names of any family members they would 

like to invite.  Every grade sings a song in 

front of our veterans and in the end the 

whole school comes together for a big 

finale. This incredible event is cherished 

through the years and makes memories for 

all.
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Congratulations
September
PAW PAT Winners

CHASE’S CARTOON CHARACTER CORNER

Bryce Malonson Logan Griner

Haylee  in Frank Luca Crews

Whitney Adams Adam Spradlin

Samantha Snachez Caroline Wade

Logan Boxer Kyla Driver

Jonah Herbert Kjack Konecny

Keegan Bunnell Belle Albers

Reagan  in Aranda Jason Le Neave

Lily Helgath Jed Vitell

Ben Strillchuk Travis Jordan

Kaitlyn Brown Keirrah Zanders

Emily Bejerano Avoner Vedrick

Zoe Fleming Claire Braxton

Brendan Cusson Carolline Nowroozi

Julia Macedo Ayanna Grubbs

Lily Fayne Tennyson Marino

Leah Renton Haley Christianson

Gianna in Frank Jude Redford

MJ in Frank Milena Paiva

eremiah Youngblood Paetyn Harris

Harry detlefs Alexandria Wilson

Kylie Coarsey Jonah Hall

Andrew Dobrovolny Noah Castellanos

Bently Fussell JacobStratton

Charlotte Reno Abigail Pfalzer

Marion Shiraz Nberkleigh Nelson

Rhett Fortener Kierrah Zander

Yiming Jiang Jonah Hall

Jaxon Cuellar Hannah Fitgerald

Brady O'Connell Josephine Hurkes

Kiptyn Renton Nathan Greer

Clayton Boshell Jackson Curtis

Ophelia Arnold Keirrah Zanders

Iliyana Brahmbhatt Alllison Cassidy

Kaitlyn Torno Tennyson Marino

Roxabelle Owen Zachary Ely

Hudson Carballosa Josh Worthington

Arvin Lika Jonah Hall

Ross Mueller

Ruby Weitzel

Apple Day

By: Lilly Potts and 

Valeria Leonard

Apple day for the 

kindergarteners was celebrated on September 26th. It is 

also known to be called Johnny Appleseed Day.  The 

kindergarteners made little paper hats like the pan 

Johnny Appleseed wore on his head and ate apple related 

foods. The snacks they tried were Apple chips, Apple 

slices, Apple Jacks cereal, Apple bars, and Apple muffins. 

Their least favorite was the apple chips but the apple 

muffins, to their taste, was a favorite! Apple Day was a bit 

messy but very exciting because of the crafting and snacks 

involved.



SPORTS NEWS!!!

Cross Country
By: Lilly Potts

Cross-country season is off to a good 

start.  The 1st meet on the 17th was 

very successful for our runners running 

at Providence High School. The boys 

and girls XC team won first overall, 

thanks to the top 5 boys: Samuel 

Hines, Luke Swartz, Jackson Carylon, 

Renton Bryant, and Lance Strong and 

the top 5 girls: Lilly Potts, Audrey Frike, 

Anna Russo, Addison Frike, and 

Hayden Warren. 

Our runners ran hard and achieved 

personal records making the team very 

proud with how they’ve placed. There 

are two more meets scheduled to 

support our Wolves. One on October 

15th at Bishop Kenny High School and 

another on October 20th at Gamble 

Rodgers Middle School. We hope to 

see many people support our runners. 

Go Wolves!

Girls and Boys Volleyball

By Layla Lei

Volleyball season at LPA is off to a great start with lots of new players and 2 new 

coaches.  Our LPA volleyball teams are coached by Coach Ryan and Coach Denison. 

Coach Ryan explained how the girls’ and boys’ volleyball teams are working on 

communication and foot work. In addition, the girls are working on rotations. The 

boys are also working on serving percentages. 

Zaila is on the girls’ volleyball team. She explained how her mom played volleyball, so 

she wanted to play as well. She was also on the volleyball team last year. She then 

went on to explain how volleyball is a very enjoyable and fun sport. 

Erik did a 2-month volleyball training course to prepare for tryouts for the LPA boys 

volleyball team. He explained how he thinks volleyball is fun. He talked about how he 

enjoys being on a team and being able to play with his friends. 

We are very proud of the amazing effort being put into this season! Great job Wolves!

LPA Cheer

By Brynn O’Neill and Taylor Shaw

Two of our LPA Cheerleaders, Ryleigh Templeton and Georgia Lake, received an 

award by the Bartram cheerleaders and staff. This is called the All County Award. 

Georgia and Ryleigh described this opportunity as incredible. The girls got to do the 

pregame performance for the University of Florida football game. Dancing on the 

field in front of a crowd of people was “super cool” said Ryleigh and “a really 

exciting and great experience” said Georgia. These girls are always working hard, 

trying their best and always being positive on and off the field. 

Wolfpack Soccer

By. Scarlett Luettich

October is the official start of Saint 

Johns Middle School Sports 

Association (SJMSSA) soccer. Our 

Lady Wolves have their first game 

against Millcreek on October 13th

4:15 PM at Joe Pomar fields. Our 

boys’ team does not have an official 

date set but please visit 

https://www.sjmsaa.org/soccer for 

the full schedule. Good luck wolves! 

Football News

By: Brynn O’Neill and Taylor Shaw

This season the wolves have been putting up a 

great fight against the other teams.  

On 9/7 they played against Pacetti Bay Middle 

School’s JV team and won. On 9/14, they played Swiss Point Middle School and 

lost and on 9/21 they played Palm Valley Academy and lost.

“I think the season has been okay so far, but we are better than what we are 

showing. We just need to put out more effort,” said Liam Konecny. 

When asked “what do you like most about being a part of the LPA football 

team,” Mattox Jones said, “playing with friends and seeing all the fans that come 

to support us,” while Braedan O’Neill said, “Full hitting at practice and the 

football games are fun.”

https://www.sjmsaa.org/soccer


Grade Level Reminders:
Kindergarten https://remind.com/join/lpakind
er
1st Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpafirst
2nd Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpasecond
3rd Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpathird
4th Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpafourth
5th Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpafifth
6th Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpasixth
7th 
Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpaseventh
8th Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpaeighth

LPA PTO News
-MEMBERSHIP 
“THANK YOU” to everyone who has joined the PTO so far this year. It’s never too late, you 
can join anytime on our website lpapto.com. 

“Volunteer of the month” 
Congratulations to our September winners: 
Students: 1. Riley Templeton for being a great friend and going above and beyond to make 
a new student feel welcome. 2. Emma and Claire Braxton held their annual lemonade 
stand for Blessing in a Backpack. They raised $300 and used it to buy items to donate. 
3.Georgia Lake for all her help with membership drive and wolf greet. 
Staff: Christy Ruiz for all her help at the front desk. 
Volunteers: Courtney Cicchetti for her work with Boo-Hoo breakfast and Charleston wrap

Know a person who goes above and beyond at LPA? The PTO wants to hear about them. 
They can be a student, teacher/staff member or a family member. Please email your 
nomination, telling us why you chose them, to stephcross13@yahoo.com (please put 
volunteer in subject line). The voting will take place every month and three winners are 
chosen. Each winner will receive a sweet treat! If students would like to vote, please have 
them submit to their teacher and they can drop it in the box located in the mailroom. 
Volunteering will look different this year, but just because you don’t see them, does not 
mean they are not there.  

FUNDRAISERS
Jeremiah’s Ice of Durbin the second Tuesday of every month is LPA spirit day ALL YEAR! 
Mention LPA when you order, and a portion of the proceeds come back to the PTO.
Tropical Smoothie spirit night October 25th.

AMAZON SMILE 
Do you shop on Amazon? If so, go to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Liberty Pines 
Academy Parent Teacher Organization as your charity. A % of your purchases will go 
towards our LPA PTO 

BOX TOPS
Box Tops for Education has changed to a mostly digital program. Download the Box Tops 
App and you can scan your receipt and it will find the qualifying items, no more cutting! 
(However, if you come across the old clip out box tops that are not expired, please send 
them in.) Even if you shop online check out how to submit your receipts at 
BTFE.com/DigitalReceipts. This is a simple way to help our school with purchases you are 
already making.

STAY CONNECTED
In addition to our website, check out our Liberty Pines Academy PTO Facebook page to 
learn about upcoming events and stay current with happenings at LPA. You must be an 
approved volunteer to join. To become an approved volunteer, fill out the school access 
form on the lpapto.com website. Click “Volunteer” then “Become an Approved 
Volunteer”.

UPCOMING DATES
10/20 PTO Meeting 8:45 am in the cafeteria
10/11 Jeremiah’s
10/25 Tropical Smoothie

https://remind.com/join/lpakinder
https://remind.com/join/lpafirst
https://remind.com/join/lpasecond
https://remind.com/join/lpathird
https://remind.com/join/lpafourth
https://remind.com/join/lpafifth
https://remind.com/join/lpasixth
https://remind.com/join/lpaseventh
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https://remind.com/join/lpaeighth&h=ATMkgPshbETyzklQYoIRBXWC1MC7IUP27IimVRU5YTQEkaxYt3K62hzvQ_iuxlAnhuQ49QSHg-MZ7fP30Mt9dJS8MBfgtsaetiW-7XaB--5qeRKIvQMz41ED6TcCYUtKhs9aCs3M5IoocssEeFKFVYtOppbNEDd89Lep2Oqu_Vavkg4UjYz_ZYnYkanMysQu0RrRXosfvEzZyQQ7wwzsuz9Tk9MTYFeQBFwliVpeT4swPRpkFExAzXqAPaq2QDRqtNgW8uR_Spm-IZePECDLSxhhhfXH1iyYFkc
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