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Message from Mrs. Hemingway for LPA Families, UPCOMING DATES

***Parents – please check the testing page on our website to see the testing 
calendar for April & May. This will be very helpful when scheduling 
appointments or time out of school as it is very important that your child be
present for their class level testing days!

LPA Families, 

Parent Input Forms
We are in the process of gathering information for student placement for the 
upcoming school year. If you would like to provide information about the way in 
which your child learns best, please visit our school website to download the 
Parent Input Form. Please remember that specific teacher requests cannot be 
honored for any grade level. The purpose of this form is to provide us with 
valuable information in helping to determine the best learning environment for 
your child for the upcoming school year. You may submit the form to your child’s 
homeroom teacher in a sealed envelope addressed to Mrs. Hemingway.

FSA Testing Dates
Florida Standards Assessments were developed to measure student success with 
the Florida State Standards. Please review the testing calendar under the 
calendar tab of our school website for specific testing dates. Please try not to 
schedule a doctor or dentist appointment for your child on the day of testing. 
Please remember that during testing days the campus is closed to all visitors. As 
much as we appreciate our families assisting in the classrooms, we must value a 
quiet and uninterrupted testing environment for all our students on each testing 
date. We appreciate your support with these dates and know that our students 
are prepared and will do well on the state assessments. 

Heritage Oaks – Parents, we need your help. Please do not use the Heritage 
Oaks subdivision as a parent drop off or parent pick up location. The extra 
number of cars in the front of this subdivision is creating an unsafe condition for 
our students that walk to and from LPA. The use of Russell Sampson Road and 
the grass area near 9B are also not designed as student pick up or drop off areas. 
We ask that you use our parent pick up loop to drop your child off in the morning 
and to pick up your child in the afternoon. We are finished with parent pick up 
before 3:15 pm each day and by 2:15 pm on Wednesday. The safety of our 
students and our families is our top propriety. Please do your part to ensure the 
safety of our community! 

LPA Learning Leader,
Traci Hemingway

April-May Calendar

April 14: PTO Meeting

April 15: Student/ Teacher Holiday (No 

school)

April 18: Student/ Teacher Holiday (No 

school)

April 25-29: Book Fair

April 26: Interims Issued

May 2-6: Staff Appreciation Week

May 12: PTO Meeting

May 20: 8th Grade Gradventure Trip

May 30: Memorial Day (No school)

April-May Testing Dates

April 5: FSA ELA Writing (Grades 4-6)

April 6: FSA ELA Writing (Grades 7-8)

April 7-8: FSA ELA Reading (Grade 3) 

April 19-22: District Exams (Grades 6-8)

April 25-June 2: i-Ready (K-5, Middle 

School standard ELA and Math classes)

May 2: Civics EOC

May 2-3: FSA ELA Reading (Grades 4-6)

May 4: Civics EOC

May 5-6: FSA ELA Reading (Grades 7-8)

May 9-10: FSA Math (Grades 3-6)

May 11-12: FSA Math (Grades 7-8)

May 16: Grade 8 Statewide Science 

Assessment

May 16-17: Grade 5 Statewide Science 

Assessment\

May 18-19: Algebra & Geometry EOC

May 24: Biology EOC and Physical 

Science District Final Exam
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Top 10 Testing Tips

1. Take the time to study prior to 

the test so you’ll be prepared

2. Get at least 8 hours of sleep the 

night before the test

3. Listen carefully to any 

instructions given by the 

instructor

4. Manage your time wisely

5. Read the test 

directions/questions carefully

6. Do not fixate on difficult 

questions

7. Eliminate obvious incorrect 

answers

8. Take short breaks when stressed 

to calm down, then resume 

testing

9. Answer all questions to the best 

of your ability

10. Review your work if you have 

finished early

Student Council 

By: Norah Russo 

Student Council has just recently put on the Goodwill Bag It Up Drive from March 

28th to the 30th! Students brought in assortments of gently used clothing and 

household goods to donate to Goodwill. 

Members of Student Council collected the donations during the morning at either 

the bus or car loop. We are so grateful for the amazing Wolves who donated to help 

a great cause. 

Student Council 6th Grade Representative, Erik Windness says, “It was a positive, 

learning experience. It felt good to help and volunteer.” Erik says his favorite part 

was seeing students bring in donations!

Coming Up, Bunny Grams will be sold for $1 in the main hallway on April 7th, 8th, 

11th, and 12th. Students can purchase a Bunny Gram for others at LPA to spread 

positivity!

National Junior Honor Society

By: Ella Berg

There were 45 new applicants for NJHS this year! If current members need more 

volunteer hours, they can visit http://stjohnsvolunteer.org/ for opportunities. 

Additionally, NJHS is giving a Title I school in St. Johns County a $1,000 grant. Using 

this money, they will be able to buy more library books, give scholarships to their 

students, and overall enhance their learning environment. Liberty Pines is honored 

to be able to assist!

New Teacher Spotlight 

By: Alyssa Cronin and Heidi Dearling

This month the new teacher we are spotlighting is Ms. Marley Christianson! Ms. Christianson has 

been a teacher for 6 years and this is her 1st year at LPA. She started out teaching 4th grade, but 

she has since moved on to teach 6th grade math and science.  

She has always wanted to be a teacher. She wanted to be able to give her students the ability to 

learn through a positive environment and have an amazing teacher, as her past teachers had 

given to her. Her favorite part of her job is seeing her students every day, which makes her very 

happy. Her favorite part of her day is during homeroom when she can interact with all her fellow 

teachers and all the students. 

Ms. Christiansen is a great addition to the middle school team and LPA is thrilled to have her!

Tropicana Speech Contest Congratulations to our Tropicana Speech Winners and 

Participants!
1st Place – Chace Minnicks
2nd Place – Caroline Linder
3rd Place – Lyla Linton
Participants also included the following homeroom representatives:
Miles Watson, Carter Jones, Neora Varghese, Jack Konecny, and Lexie Randolf

http://stjohnsvolunteer.org/


WOLF NEWS Band and Choir News

By Laina Lagoutaris

Art Corner 

By: Avery Webb

Liberty Pines Academy’s art show is coming soon! Wednesday April 

27th from 6:00 to 8:00pm at LPA you can come to see the student’s 

wonderful artwork. The art show will include 2D and 3D artwork from 

every elementary student and several middle school students. The 

show will include paintings, drawings, and clay pieces the students 

have made. 

The show, called “Art off the Wall”, is also a fundraiser. Parents can 

take home artwork from the show if they donate a dollar. All the 

earnings will go towards the art classes for more supplies. 

The elementary art classes have been busy with art projects for the 

show. Many of them have made paintings and collages. Fourth and 

fifth graders have been working with clay.  “Clay is hands down their 

favorite project,” said Ms. Scoggins, the elementary art teacher. 

Middle school students have also contributed to the show. From sixth 

grade we will see examples of Paleolithic cave art. “Students 

approximated the look of drawing and painting on a stone surface by 

crumbling up thick brown paper and drawing on the rough texture 

with chalk pastels. These are similar to the pigments that stone age 

artists might have used 40,000 years ago,” said Mr. Wolfe, the middle 

school art teacher. Seventh and eighth graders will display paintings 

that convey a personal message from the individual artist, such as 

atmospheric perspective and color theory.

Outside of preparing for the art show, one thing Mr. Wolfe and his 

class always look forward to is Critique Wednesday, where they look 

at famous art and discuss it in class. “I am constantly amazed at some 

of the original insights that our students offer,” he said. “It never fails, 

no matter how many times I may have looked at a classic painting, 

one of our students will chime in with an innovative and exciting 

point-of-view.”

LPA is looking forward to these creative artist’s hard work in the 

show!

On March 9th, the LPA symphonic and concert 

bands went to the MPA performance at Pacetti

Bay Middle School. The band got overall 

excellences on their prepared pieces and overall 

superior (which is the highest rating) on their sight 

reading. We’re so proud of our LPA band, keep up 

the good work! 

After writing and performing their parodies, choir 

has been busy rehearsing some different pieces. 

LPA PTO NEWS

By Heidi Dearling

The Penny Wars has officially ended with Kindergarten and 6th grade as the 

winners! Kindergarten won for elementary and 6th grade won for middle. 

The winners were also treated to ice cream! All the money collected will go 

towards an electronic marquee in the front of the school and towards new 

technology in the school, such as laptops and I-Pads. 

The Spring Bookfair is being held April 25-29 and will be held in the media 

center. For more information on the PTO, visit www.lpapto.com or join the 

LPA PTO Facebook page for information on upcoming events.

Drama Corner

By: Alyssa Cronin 

The drama department is getting closer to 

performing “The Lion King JR” every day! The cast 

and crew are very excited for the upcoming show 

and the sets for “The Lion King JR” are becoming 

better every day with all the volunteers that help 

paint and make them!  “The Lion King JR” will be 

performed April 21st,22nd, and 23rd. The show 

starts at 6pm, though call time for cast and crew 

is at 5pm. Tickets go on sale April 1st for $10, and 

you purchase them on line on the school website. 

Drama classes have wrapped up their puppet 

season after performing their shows for the 

elementary students and are continuing to learn 

more about theatre. That’s all for LPA drama, stay 

tuned for next month’s update!

http://www.lpapto.com/
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
AT LPA

Club News 

By Avery Webb

Wolfie’s Writers: 

Wolfie’s Writers have sent entries to a 

poetry competition! The students could 

draft an original poem with 20 lines or less. 

Club members wrote several types of poems 

such as free verse and Haiku poems. “The 

students had very creative and well written 

poems.” Said Ms. Woolston. The club is 

looking forward to hearing the results of the 

competition.

Odyssey of the Mind:

Odyssey of the Mind has a competition on 

May 26th; the seventh and eighth grade 

team will be going to Iowa! Currently the 

team is working on perfecting their 

performance and listening to the judge's 

feedback from the last competition to 

improve. Ms. Waggoner has been extremely 

helpful to the team by working with them in 

and outside of school. All the teachers who 

work with the club have been impressed 

with the way the students work together 

and how supportive they have been of each 

other. One thing the club members have 

been especially supportive of is Nathan 

Waggoner’s vehicle that he designed. He has 

won awards for his creation at both regional 

and state competitions. He did a wonderful 

job working out the mechanics of it. 

LPA can’t wait to see how the team does in 

Iowa, good luck Wolves!Cultural Spotlight

By Laina Lagoutaris

George Lagoutaris is in Mrs. Sutaria’s                                                                                

5th grade class. He is of Greek-

Cypriot descent. Cyprus is located                                                                              

geographically in Asia but used to be                                                                                

a part of Greece in Europe. George’s                                                                                        

favorite Greek tradition is Greek dancing. He has been doing it since he 

was young and enjoys it very much. Though he is not fluent in Greek, he 

is able to speak a little. The Greek culture has many celebrations, but 

George is excited to celebrate Greek Independence Day on Friday, March 

25th. George has never been to Greece but would like to go one day 

when he is older. He said, “I have never been to Greece, but I would love 

to go and visit my family in Athens. I love the Greek culture and I am 

proud to be Greek.”

Veteran Teacher Spotlight

By: Jillian Kapadia and Leah Sharpe

For the month of March we chose to 

interview 6th grade teacher, Mrs. Krista 

Langowski! Mrs. Langowski has been a 

teacher for 23 years. She currently teaches 

film, literacy, literature, and peer 

counselling. Her favorite part about 

teaching 6th grade is how she can teach her 

students good habits to prepare them for 

the rest of their life. Her favorite part about 

Liberty Pines is the her colleagues and 

students. We are thankful for everything 

Mrs. Langowski does for LPA and the 6th

grade team!

Student Spotlight March

By Charlotte Gilbert and Ashlyn Heck

This month, we interviewed Zoey Albers for Student Spotlight. Zoey is in 7th grade. 

Her favorite subject is ELA, because she like to read and enjoys having Ms. 

Strillchuk. In her free time, Zoey does competitive dance at Art of Dance. Zoey 

says that her favorite style is jazz, because it is very fun. When she’s not dancing, 

Zoey spends time with her three sisters and her parents. When we asked Zoey 

who her biggest inspiration was, she said her mom. “I look up to her, she is always 

there for me,” Zoey stated. Zoey also says that she likes to set goals for herself 

and accomplish them, because it keeps her motivated.

Media Matters

By Cayden Coarsey

Battle of the Books has come and gone, and our middle school team did great! 

They came in second place, losing by only one point in the bonus round, which 

was their only incorrect answer during the entire battle! This was also the first 

ever year that the test designers had put the wrong answer as correct for a 

question. Of course, our elementary team also did well!

Voting for your favorite SSYRA book opened March 7th, and will close April 15th, 

so make sure you vote! Results will be released April 22nd, and the 2022-2023 list 

comes out April 29th.

The Scholastic Book Fair is returning April 25th                                                                                                              

to 29th! Keep an eye out for more info. And on the                                                                     

topic of new books, the media center has received                                                   a 

new shipment, and another will arrive soon as well!



SPORTS NEWS!!!

Golf News & Tennis News

Kennedy Thomson & Lucia Cruzado 

The boy’s golf team has recently played their first 

tournament at St. Johns Golf and Country Club. They 

brought home a win! All the boys say they love the 

new coach, Coach Heba.  Tripp Young says, “I love 

how he puts so much effort into coaching.” Their 

next tournament will be next Monday. We know 

they will do fantastic. 

LPA tennis has been working very hard. Currently 

they are in the middle of their season. Their 

season runs till end of May. Matches are still 

every Thursday, after school. They compete 

against every middle school and academy. We 

hope to conquer a win and know they are doing 

fantastic. We wish the best of luck. 

LPA Baseball and Softball

By Laina Lagoutaris

The baseball team just had their first game. Beginning the season 

with a 6-0 victory over Swiss Point has gotten them off to a great 

start. Their coach is Wesley Tharp.  Coach Tharp said the season is 

underway and the team has high hopes for the season. Good luck 

Wolves!

The softball season starts March 29th against Swiss Point, and they 

play through early May. Coach Jurgens is very happy with the 

softball teams progress so far. Good luck LPA softball team! 

CHAMPIONSHIP SPOTLIGHT

By: Ashlyn Heck

On Thursday, March 10th, the LPA basketball teams both played in the                                                                                

District Championships. 

The girls had a back-and-forth game and ended up winning by 2 points!                                                           The 

girls’ basketball team is now two-time District Champs. The coaches of this                                                     

year’s team were Coach Cremen and Coach Lutts. I interviewed Angelica                                                        

Gonzalez and Morgan Cremen from the girl’s team. The finishing score of the game was 29-27. The team faced Freedom 

Crossing Academy. Angelica and Morgan told us their strengths were rebounding and boxing out. They both plan to play 

basketball at Beachside High School. “My favorite part of the season was practice,” Morgan told me. I am so proud of how 

the basketball team played this year and how they proved everyone wrong. The team played in memory of Coach Kirk who 

passed away earlier this year. I am very grateful the team got to carry on his legacy.

The boys’ basketball team also played in the District Championship against Patriot Oaks Academy. The team put up a good 

fight but ended up losing 56-53. I interviewed Drew Watson and Garrett Hudson. Drew and Garrett said that they could 

have improved their shot percentage. They both plan to play basketball at Beachside High School. “My favorite part of the 

season was Chick-Fil-A knockout,” Drew told me.  The head coach for this year’s season was Coach Buckley along with three 

other assistant coaches.

Spring Football

By Lucia Cruzado, Charlotte Gilbert,                                                           

and Kennedy Thomson 

Spring football season is starting back up again. There was an 

information night on March 27 at 6:30 at SJGCC amenities center. The 

coach this year will be Patrick O’Neill.  Tryouts are a $25 registration 

fee, and they are non-refundable. Register for tryouts at 

www.SJMSAA.org .

http://www.sjmsaa.org/
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MARCH PAW PATS

Thoughtful Thursdays 

with Deputy Barnhart

By: Hannah Geevers

Liberty Pines Academy’s resource 

officer, Deputy Barnhart has been 

delivering speeches about important 

topics every Thursday on the Morning 

News Show. He says that Thoughtful 

Thursdays are “A time that I can share 

with the students.” He uses this time to 

talk about relevant topics that need to 

be addressed at LPA. He believes that 

“… these topics are important to 

understand and embrace during our 

everyday lives.” Barnhart takes the 

time out of his morning every Thursday 

to come to the TV Production studio 

and have a live discussion with the 

students of LPA about educational 

topics. For example, he has spoken 

about responsibility, fresh starts after a 

break from school, being kind, and 

much more. We are very thankful for 

his dedication to keeping our students 

educated and safe. Thank you ,Deputy 

Barnhart.

March 25, 2022

1st Grade
Reagan McGraw

2nd Grade
Brianna Ingold-Cody
Marley Smith

3rd Grade
Brynn Clark
Hailey Schaefer
Jackson Clever

4th Grade
Sean Hirsch

5th Grade
Ayana Grubbs
Canan Wacker
Hank Brown

6th Grade
Benjamin Poynton
James Dahana-Ellis
Kaitlyn Hall

7th Grade
Carlee Dison
Elijah Souza
Logan Koury

8th Grade
Alexis Johnson
Eian Quinones
Joshua Berdon
Marlie Lisena

March 10, 2022

1st Grade
Chloe Griner
Samved Pallam

2nd Grade
Kembrie Steffen

3rd Grade
Michaela Cookson

4th Grade
Esperanza Recinos
Harry Detlefs

5th Grade 
Ariela Gomez
Claudia Bowers
Daniel Bridges
Emerson Jones

6th Grade
Collin Cook
Everett Hall
Kaitlyn Hall
Reed Howell
Wyatt Hultquist

7th Grade
Jack Arnow
Tatum Pocol

8th Grade
Jonathan Daza
Joshua Berdon
Tripp Young

March 3, 2022

KG
Amaziyah Mitchell
Grace Stephenson
Nolan Marshall

2nd Grade
Zachary Linder (2)

3rd Grade
Kassidie Wacker

4th Grade
Sadit Anwar

5th Grade
Cameron Savage
Ellen Kate
Gabe Thompson

6th Grade
Kaitlyn Hall
Louay Boustanji
Ray Weiss
Soleil Stone

7th Grade
Christian Pate
Edward Khalafyan
Reagan Fortener

8th Grade
Manogna Chandra
Max Sobol
Rylin DeLuca

Spring This or That: Pool or Beach?

By: Hannah Geevers

This month, for our poll, the Journalism staff asked students, “would you rather go to the 

pool or beach and why?” The results are in, and… The pool wins! Most LPA students 

would rather go to the pool because there isn’t any sand, marine life that could 

potentially hurt them, and there are slides. However, the losing side of the poll, the 

beach, had great reasons too. At the beach you can build sandcastles, jump in the waves, 

look for sharks’ teeth, boogieboard, and surf. Which would you choose? The beach or the 

pool?



LPA PTO NEWS
MEMBERSHIP 
“THANK YOU” to everyone who has joined the PTO this year. It’s never too 
late, you can join anytime on our website lpapto.com. PTO is looking for 
board and committee members. if you are interested in getting more 
involved check out our website.

“Volunteer of the month” 
Congratulations! students of the month Wyatt Montford, Henry Burgeon, 
Carter Jones and Dillon B.
Know a person who goes above and beyond at LPA? The PTO wants to hear 
about them. They can be a student, teacher/staff member or a family 
member. Please email your nomination, telling us why you chose them, to 
stephcross13@yahoo.com (please put volunteer in subject line). The voting 
will take place every month and three winners are chosen. Each winner will 
receive a sweet treat! If students would like to vote, please have them 
submit to their teacher and they can drop it in the box located in the 
mailroom. Volunteering will look different this year, but just because you 
don’t see them, does not mean they are not there.  

T-shirt design contest for the most 
creative design for the front of our new 
2022-2023 spirit ear t-shirts. 

Spirit wear  Hats $25 and scrunchies $5 
are available for purchase on LPAPTO.com 

LPA PTO members will get a chance to vote
on the top 5 designs after submissions 

have been made. 

FUNDRAISERS
Penny Wars raised $2.73 per student. Way to go!!
Jeremiah’s Ice of Durbin the second Tuesday of every month is LPA spirit day! 
Mention LPA when you order, and a portion of the proceeds come back to the 
PTO. 
Tropical Smoothie. Spirit day is March 9 be sure to mention LPA
Board and Brush March 23, seating is limited to register soon 
www.boardandbrush.com/stjohns 

AMAZON SMILE 
Do you shop on Amazon? If so, go to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Liberty Pines 
Academy Parent Teacher Organization as your charity. A % of your purchases will 
go towards our LPA PTO 

BOX TOPS
Box Tops for Education has changed to a mostly digital program. Download the 
Box Tops App and you can scan your receipt and it will find the qualifying items, 
no more cutting! (However, if you come across the old clip out box tops that are 
not expired, please send them in.) Even if you shop online check out how to 
submit your receipts at BTFE.com/DigitalReceipts. This is a simple way to help our 
school with purchases you are already making.

STAY CONNECTED
In addition to our website, check out our Liberty Pines Academy PTO Facebook 
page to learn about upcoming events and stay current with happenings at LPA. 
You must be an approved volunteer to join. To become an approved volunteer,      
fill out the school access form on the lpapto.com website. Click “Volunteer”                 
then “Become an Approved Volunteer”.

UPCOMING DATES
PTO Meeting 4/14 8:45 am in the cafeteria
Spring Bookfair 4/25-4/29
Staff appreciation 5/2-5/6
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Elementary Music News             

By Laina Lagoutaris

Mrs. Snyder is making sure her students have the time of their lives in her class, with kindergarten and 1st grade 

learning folk dances from different countries. 1st and 2nd grade are busy doing a scavenger hunt where the kids will 

look for clues with songs on them; they then must read and write the rhythms of the songs. 

3rd grade has been working on a baseball themed musical that they will perform on May 12th at 6:30 pm. 4th and 

5th grade have been working with musical instruments, with 4th grade playing the recorders and 5th grade working 

with all sorts of things such as boomwhackers and they have been working on making harmonies with the 

instruments. Right now, 5th grade has been playing songs from South America. 

Spring Art Contest Results Are In

By: Hannah Geevers 

Liberty Pines Journalism Class held a spring art contest for the 

March Newsletter. Students submitted many different artistic 

creations, but there was one that stood out to the Journalism 

students the most.  Thank you to everyone who participated –

stay on the look out for our April contest next month.

Overall Winner: Rhys Vantresca

Best Watercolor: Esme’ Dornbos

Best Group Project:
Linken Hamilton
Hailey Smiddy
Vera Morales
Samantha Frazier
Grant Heller

K-2nd Grade Winner: 
Charlotte Reno

3rd-5th Grade Winners: 

Brianna Motycka

iReady Shout Out!

All students that take the iReady diagnostic tests are expected to meet a certain goal 
depending on how they performed on the initial iReady diagnostic test.  The students 
below demonstrated that they have already met their goal for the year in Reading and 
went beyond it. These students had the most growth for their grade levels. 
Congratulations to all of them! We are so proud of you.
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2020-2021 LPA Business Partners 

Platinum 
Level

Gold Level

Silver Level


