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Message from Mrs. Hemingway UPCOMING DATES

LPA Families,

We appreciate all your kind words and support to this crazy start to the 
school year. Thank you for allowing us to continue to get better and better 
each day. FAIL stands for First Attempt In Learning. Everyone at LPA is so 
excited to see our students in Brick and Mortar and Distance Learning. We 
have missed them over the summer! 

Parent Drop-Off and Pick-Up Loop
To keep the parent loop moving...

- PLEASE pull all the way forward in the loop as close to the car 
in front of you as possible. 
- PLEASE have your child exit the vehicle as quickly as possible on 
the right side of the car only.
- PLEASE do not use your cell phone in the loop.
- PLEASE have your child enter the car on the right side at 
dismissal, it is a safety concern asking students to walk around a 
car to enter on the left side. 

8th Grade Washington DC Trip – Unfortunately due to COIVD and the 
uncertainties of this pandemic, we are not able to schedule our annual 
Washington DC trip for our 8th grade students. If something changes and 
we can move the trip to a later date, we will let you know. At this time, 
there will not be a trip this year. 

Heritage Oaks Subdivision – Parents, we need your assistance. The 
families in the Heritage Oaks subdivision located on Russell Sampson 
Road are asking that you not use their subdivision as a pickup and drop 
off spot for your LPA students. This is causing a traffic flow problem and 
creating a safety concern for the families that live in this community. 

Thank you!

Traci Hemingway
LPA Learning Leader

October Important Dates
- Savannah Lada and Catherine Adkins

Sept. 30th: PTO Spirit Night at Tropical 
Smoothie, 3-7:00 PM

Oct 7th: Football: LPA vs. Sebastian, 7 PM
Oct 8th: PTO Meeting, 10:00 AM
Oct 10th: NJHS Pumpkin Patch Volunteer 

Opportunity
Oct 14th: Football: LPA vs. Swiss Point, 7PM
Oct 16th: Student Council Elections
Oct 17th: NJHS Pumpkin Patch Volunteer 

Opportunity
Oct 24th: NJHS Pumpkin Patch Volunteer 

Opportunity
Oct 28th- Nov 6th: Boosterthon Fundraiser
Oct 30th: First Quarter Ends
Oct 31st- Halloween

Lucy, a DL in kindergarten student shows 
Mrs. Ryan her “Yes David” during their 
conference!

Namaste in PE at LPA!



Message From Our 
School Board
FINALLY!!  At last our students are back in our schools and there are sounds of learning and laughter ringing in the hallways. 
I am so grateful for the excellent start to the 2020-2021 school year. If ever the term TEAM applied, it is this year. Reopening
could not have been possible without the never ceasing work of our district team, our principals, teachers and staff, and our
wonderful parents. It is unusual to begin the year with 70% of our students in school and 30% of them participating in 
distance learning, but it is working. Students on the first day were masked up and ready to learn, and our teachers were so 
very glad to have them back! Thank you to everyone for a very smooth start. There will always be start up bumps in the 
road, and I ask you to grant us grace and patience as we work through the challenges of distance learning, long parent 
pickup lines, and bus adjustments.

We continue to experience strong growth in SJCSD. First day student count revealed an increase of almost 1000 students. 
Growing by a school a year necessitates adding student stations every year. On August 31, we opened a new academic 
building at Liberty Pines Academy and began work on a cafeteria expansion there. At the same time, we are in process of 
building high school HHH and K-8 MM that will open in August, 2021. Even with these new schools, the needs are not fully 
met, so we are in process of designing high school III with a goal of opening in August, 2022. High school HHH, located to the 
east of Mill Creek Academy, will give relief to Nease High School, currently almost 1000 students over capacity. K-8 MM will 
give relief in the Nocatee area. This new school is located on Pine Island Road at the very south end of Nocatee. High school 
III will be situated in the Beach Walk community and will relieve Bartram Trail as well as providing further relief to Nease. 

As your school board representative, I want you to know that I am always open to hearing from you and addressing 
concerns that you might have. My email is Beverly.Slough@stohns..k12.fl.us. Please feel free to contact me at any time. In 
addition, our school board has opened all our meetings to the public via Webex. You may find the link to join the meetings at 
www.stjohns.k12.fl.us. Our regular business meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 9 am. In addition, we 
have regularly scheduled workshop sessions on the first and fourth Tuesdays at 9 am. Public comment is welcomed at all our 
meetings. If you would prefer to attend in person, you are welcome to do so. The meetings are held at 40 Orange Street, St. 
Augustine.

I will write periodic articles as things of interest to our parents and staff occur. Thanks to our principals for including them in 
school communications.

Thank you to each of you for your part in making our schools the excellent places of learning that they are. Without our 
supportive parents and hardworking staff, we could not provide the opportunities that our students enjoy.  I am grateful!

Best regards,

Bev Slough,  St. Johns County School Board, District 1
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Covid-19 Changes at LPA 

- Faith Sebregandio and Abby Knauff

This year has not been the same as all the other years at LPA. Since Covid-19 there have been a lot of changes in the school. 

Kids must wear masks and stay socially distanced. There are two types of learning styles, online and brick and mortar.  When 

asked about the current state of affairs at LPA, Mrs. Hemmingway said, “I have my fingers and toes crossed” because she 

wants everyone to come back to school and be safe too. Also, there is no volunteering in class and parents can’t eat with 

their kids. Mrs. York was also interviewed and she had said that “the mask lanyards are very helpful for the little kids, so 

they don’t lose their masks.” The mask lanyards clip onto the ear straps and when they take it off it just goes right down on 

their necks. Many teachers also said that they may ask kids to use lot of hand sanitizer; they also said the kids wipe down 

their desks at the end of the day, which helps with germs and letting them know they can come to school tomorrow with a 

clean desk.

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/


WOLF NEWS
From the Desk of Mrs. Haas

Families, it’s wonderful having 

your children back in the 

building, and seeing their faces 

through distance learning! The 

joy and laughter of children 

permeates the soul and it’s a 

good, good feeling! We’ve had a 

very unusual start to our school 

year, but being back in 

community trumps any 

challenges we’ve encountered. 

As we continue to navigate the 

school year, please continue to 

be patient with our teachers and 

staff, and know we’re all 

working diligently to provide a 

safe and nurturing learning 

environment for all of our 

students. Thank you for all 

you’re doing at home to support 

your children. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Haas

Assistant Principal 

“I promise”

- Jaycee Jones and Ava Varney

This school year, every grade was required to make a “social contract”. The 

kindergarteners got to voice their ideas and put all their amazing thoughts together. 

Instead of calling it a “social contract” they called it an “I Promise.” All kindergarteners 

were required to make an “I Promise” but some classes call it the “Caring for Kids 

Promise.” In Mrs. Ryan and Mrs. Dudley’s class they added their students’ handprints 

onto their poster. Since the distance 

learners couldn’t be at school they just 

keep their handprints at their house and 

will be able to add their handprints as soon 

as they come back. An important aspect                                                                                                                       

of the banner is that “Mistakes are okay.”                                                                                                                           

The two teachers reported to us that their                                                                                       

“I Promise” works well for the students. 

The children are able to work better                                                                                                                     

knowing that mistakes are perfectly fine. “If they don’t try anything then they won’t 

know,” said Mrs. Dudley. New Building at LPA

- Faith Sebregandio and Abby Knauff

As many may know we have a new extension to LPA. When Mrs. Hemingway was interviewed about the new addition, she said 

that although she did not design it, she worked with the contractors on the design and is thrilled with the outcome. “It was long 

awaited,” said Mrs. Hemingway and along with the new building came new furniture for the new building and the middle school 

common areas. This is used for making up tests during class, speech teacher small groups, small groups with Mr. Meaux and 

other paraprofessionals, etc. Mrs. Carol, 4th grade teacher in the new building, was also interviewed and was asked if she liked 

the portables or the new building better. She said definitely the new building because “the kids like it and that is what matters.” 

She was also asked about how the kids that she sends to the front office, the nurse or the library get back into the building since 

the door is always locked. She then pointed to a little lanyard with a tag on it. She gives them the tag and they can scan it which 

would let them in. 



Student  

Spotlight 

- Jaycee Jones and 

Ava Varney

This month’s student 

spotlight is kindergarten’s                                                               

wonderful brick and mortar student, Sophia 

Talbot. She is currently five years old and her 

favorite subjects are math and reading. She 

enjoys going to school and thinks that it is 

easy so far. Sophia thinks that the centers are 

great. Covid is affecting her class size by a 

large amount, but she likes her small class. 

Even though the kids are required to wear 

masks, Sophia still has a liking for them. 

New Teacher Spotlight

- Catherine Adkins and Savannah Lada

The newest addition to the kindergarten  

staff at LPA is Mrs. Mckeefrey. 

Mrs. Mckeefrey attended Wheaton 

College in Norton, Massachusetts for 

her undergraduate degree and she later attended the University of New 

Haven in Connecticut for her teaching degree. Mrs. Mckeefrey previously 

taught at Jennings Elementary in Fairfield, CT. She’s taught solely at the 

kindergarten level for the past three years. Teaching kindergarten is her 

grade preference because “[she] loves being a part of a student’s first year of 

elementary school.”  She thinks it’s just “so much fun!” Mrs. Mckeefrey says 

she loves the age of the children she teaches because “the children are just 

so curious about the world around them and are just so excited to learn.” 

Not only is Mrs. Mckeefrey new to LPA, she is also relatively new to Florida. 

She relocated to this area from Connecticut just two years ago. Liberty Pines 

has warmed its way into her heart and she very much enjoys the aspect of 

LPA, where the sense of connection and empathy are just so strong.

Virtual Student Spotlight
- Bayleigh Freeman and Eva Graunke

This month’s virtual student spotlight is our 

wonderful kindergartener, Mr. Kyle Gamble! 

Congrats Kyle! Kyle is enjoying his first year 

here at Liberty Pines, and that’s exactly what 

we want to hear. It’s great that he is enjoying 

his time here, but that doesn’t mean there 

aren’t some difficulties. “[It’s hard learning 

though the computer] because sometimes 

it’s hard to see and hear the teachers.” (Kyle 

Gamble) His mother helps him with the 

online learning, so it’s still a work in progress 

with being able to work alone. 

Kyle enjoys learning new things, and he said 

his favorite subject is math. He’d also rather 

be learning as brick & mortar so he can see 

and hear the teachers better. Kyle said, “[I’m 

excited for] learning sight words so I can 

read.” It’s very exciting when you are first 

learning to read, so good luck! He’d love to 

be a police officer when he’s older as well. 

Some of Kyle’s hobbies include playing with 

his brother, Tyler, 

swinging outside,                                                                             

and playing 

video games.

Elementary Music at LPA –Katie Fallon

Music is alive at LPA this year! Mrs. Risley (elementary music teacher) 

and Mr. Spilling (middle school band/choir teacher) are both working 

very hard to make this year’s music classes the very best they can be! 

Let’s also give a big hand for Mrs. Risley, as this is her 35th year of 

teaching music to children! While teaching for that long though, she 

must have had to face some challenges along the way. She claims “I have 

had to overcome many challenges why attempting to teach children 

about music. The biggest challenges I have had to face, is getting the 

children’s attention as a result of the smaller kids shorter attention 

spans. Another one is getting kids to back up their musical opinions with 

musical terms.”

On another note, many young children do not know what they want to 

do when they grow up, but according to Mrs. Risley she says that she 

knew that music was her passion when she was in second grade and had 

joined her local church choir. Mrs. Risley has taught many students 

about music but there is always one or two children that stand out from 

among the rest. According to Mrs. Risley, she has met many young 

students who she just knew were born with a “musical bone in their 

body.” She spots these kids by looking at how much enthusiasm, 

determination, and desire they have towards improving on their talent. 

Mrs. Risley uses “Bonus Bucks’” as a type of reward system. When kids 

do above and beyond on something, they get a small blue piece of 

paper with the words “Bonus Buck” on it. If they get a certain amount 

of these, they can trade them in for different prizes (Toys, cool pens, 

decorative notebooks, etc.)  Currently there are no afterschool activity 

plans for choir this year, but if Mrs. Risley eventually gets “the green 

light” to do it she will try and make it the most fun and exciting 

experience for the children. 



LPA DRAMA LIFE
- Bayleigh Freeman and Eva Graunke
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Covid-19 has caused change everywhere, including the LPA Drama classroom. 

The drama class is fun and always doing activities, such as improv and sharing 

journals. Mrs. Herkel found a way to make drama safe and fun. She hung a 

couple of clear shower curtains from the ceiling so the students can safely share 

journals and do improv without their masks. Since the students use props, 

everyone is very careful about using hand sanitizer in between turns while Mrs. 

Herkel sanitizes the props. “We are making it work, because drama is worth it!” 

said Mrs. Herkel.

Online students have some restriction to what they can do in class. Teaching 

two groups of students can be challenging. Mrs. Herkel explained, “I am not 

going to lie. It has been a change and change is never easy. My biggest fear in 

teaching brick & mortar and distance learners at the same time, is that one 

group will suffer and not get the best drama class ever.” Ms. Herkel is doing the 

best job she can do to teach all students about the world theatre.

Teachers don’t try to prioritize certain groups, or even people, it just happens 

sometimes. Technology isn’t always reliable and the audio and video can go out, 

which leaves the distant learners at a disadvantage. Since the brick & mortar 

students are actually in the classroom, the teacher will continue to teach. And 

with two different learning groups, you need to find balance. “I think I get 

better at this every day. The type of lessons we are currently working on allows 

me to have a pretty good balance” commented Mrs. Herkel.

Mrs. Herkel is not only a drama teacher; she is the director for the school plays. 

School plays happen twice a year. Middle school students can audition to be in 

the plays and work on them for several months. When Mrs. Herkel was asked if 

there would still be a play this year, with everything going on, she replied, “I 

would definitely not rule out the possibility of LPA Drama productions this year. 

We are working on a plan to see if we can make this happen within the 

guidelines of keeping both actors and audience safe.”

Thoughts on Drama and 

Synchronous Learning
A distance learner and in school learner 

were asked how the teachers are working 

with both in-school kids and online kids. 

Distance learner, Mia Bartolo responded 

with, “I feel like the teachers make an effort 

to engage with both the in-school and the 

online kids equally, so I don’t think one is 

more prioritized than the other. Most 

teachers post all the work in Materials and 

try to keep everyone up to date on 

Schoology, so I would say that they’re doing 

a pretty good job of making sure all the 

online students have everything and that 

they understand what’s going on.”

With the pandemic, school classrooms had 

to be adjusted to where everyone is safe. 

“[The teachers have been very helpful 

because] they come to me when I raise my 

hand,” said Katie Fallon, a brick and mortar 

student.

When Mia Bartolo was asked if she thought 

the teacher is doing a good job helping you 

when you need help as a virtual student, 

she responded with, “Honestly, I really think 

all the teachers are trying to help us 

whenever they can. Sometimes it can be 

hard, with all the technical difficulties and 

what not, but I know the teachers are really 

trying to check the chat and ask if we have 

any questions as frequently as they can. I’m 

very thankful and fortunate to have 

teachers that will respond to my emails if I 

don’t understand something, and that will 

follow up with me."



SPORTS NEWS!!!

Liberty Pines Academy Football
- Catherine Adkins and Jacob Ducker

The LPA football team is off to a great start this season. Starting the season 3-0, the 
team won their first game of the season against Patriot Oaks Academy, 14-0. It was 
a very hard fought victory that included a shaky start and a rain delay right before 
halftime. In their second game of the season the Wolves beat Freedom Crossing 
Academy by a whopping score of 44-0. It was a great game from the start. The third 
game of the season was postponed due to the weather that night. When the 
postponement happened the Wolves were up on the scoreboard, 16-0. Against 
Palm Valley the team let up their first points of the season, but they still pulled out a 
tremendous 24-8 victory. Next week the Wolves play at 5:00 PM against Mill Creek 
Academy at Plantation Park.  There is a more level playing field than in past years 
due to the fact that St. Johns Middle School Athletic Association (SJMSAA) split the 
county into two divisions. One division consists of the middle schools and the other 
division consists of all of the academies. 

When asked who the leaders are on the team Head Coach Neal Spencer said, “We 
have a few, but they are not limited to: Nico Weiss, Bryant Balcita, and Aydan 
Rivera.” Coach Spencer said he “would like to see the 8th graders embrace their role 
as leaders and pass the baton to the underclassmen.” The coaches are very 
confident in the team going into the rest of the season. Star player Nico Weiss says 
that this is the best team he has been on over his years at LPA because, “Everyone 
has a good attitude and everyone works hard.” Weiss expects the Wolves to make 
the Championship game.

LPA Cheer  - Jaycee Jones and Ava Varney

LPA cheer is still going strong! This season’s cheer season has gone incredibly well so 
far! With competition season on the rise, Coach Cassy has said that she has a very 
talented team. The pandemic has impacted the world in many ways, but team member 
Taylor Shaw says that “Covid hasn’t affected the team.” Karina Gulden says that the 
only change are masks while stunting. Taylor stated with confidence that she thinks 
their team will win the competitions. When asked about the competitions, Ella Duff 
said that they are “#Vibin’&thrivin’” 

Volleyball
- Savannah Lada and Abby Knauff

The LPA volleyball season starts very soon! The team’s first practice was late last month, and Coach Wurstner thinks that she “has a 
great group of girls.” The tryouts were about a week before and there was a huge number of girls that tried out. Sadly, she was only 
able to take 13 out of the 46 that tried out. Coach believes that all of the girls who tried out gave it their all and each person had an 
outstanding attitude. 

She sees great potential out of all of the girls that tried out and who made the team. Coach Wurstner along with everyone else 
believes that the girls volleyball team will make it far like last year’s team who made it to the finals. The season did start late this 
year, due to COVID-19, but information is not known yet on the length of the season.

Congratulations to Briana Watson, Hannah Cosgrove, Kate Zupko, Adriana Leslie, Hannah Geevers, Leah Sharpe, Savannah Lada, 
Cameryn Richardson, Morgan Cremen, Madison Mecca, Katie Fallon, Jayden Roberts, and Hanna Hannon for making the 2020 LPA 
volleyball team.



What else is new …

- Jaycee Jones and Ahrwel
Quindara

This pandemic has caused a drastic 
change in our everyday lives, 
especially with this year's schooling. 
Students and parents have been 
given the choice between staying 
home doing classes online (distance 
learning) or going to physical school 
like normal with safety procedures 
(brick and mortar). Some who have 
chosen distance learning have been 
satisfied with their new way of 
instruction, while others at home 
have chosen to return.

We interviewed a student named 
Allison Walker (8th Grade) who has 
recently come back to school. The 
main reason why she came back was 
due to her being unable to focus. 
Her personal encounter with 
synchronous education is that it was 
easier workwise, but harder to get 
everything organized. There were 
times that there would be 
technology issues which weren't 
very good for her school experience. 
She definitely prefers physical school 
rather than virtual. Another thing to 
be aware of when you transition 
from online to physical is that 
transitioning takes time. For Allison, 
she didn’t get her locker on her first 
day, but quickly received her lock 
within the following days.

Returning to Brick and 

Mortar 

Cross Country Changes
- Ahrwel Quindara and Jaycee Jones

This year’s Covid-19 outbreak has forced many to put a pause on operations such 

as closing shop or postponing major events. An effort to reopen the country has 

been made allowing the opening of schools, and after school sports activities such 

as cross country. This year’s season will present them with crucial changes.  Cross 

Country Coach and ELA teacher Ashley Woolston has decided to go on with this 

year's season with Mrs. Hemingway’s permission to give students the sense of 

teamwork and routine that they may need during this trying time, as well as 

giving everyone a great time out running like they had last year. Of course, with 

the new season comes safety procedures during their practices. When not 

running, students will be required to wear their face mask, and while running 

they will not be able to be in groups like prior years. To prevent grouping, they 

run in small timed intervals which is helped by the large amount of running space. 

On top of this, the runners will have to follow social distancing guidelines during 

stretches, core workouts, and cool downs. 

Safety isn’t the only new change to cross country; the construction of the new 

building has also given them a new running track. Being a bit more than half the 

mile in length and primarily concrete the track was described as, “Nice and 

smooth, with no interruptions or muddy spots! We are loving it!” said Mrs. 

Woolston. Competitions against other schools have been cancelled with the hope 

of a large one by the end of this season. When one door closes, another opens 

which is certainly true when describing the goals of this season. When asked 

about the team’s desires this year, Mrs. Woolston gave the inspiring answer 

saying, “our approach this season is that ‘you are your biggest competitor’. I think 

this is a great season to focus on form, strength, and posture. Sebastian Stodel, 

one of our awesome seventh graders has designed a great workout we are going 

to do, that will help improve our core strength. By doing this, we should stand 

straighter, which will help us run better and take pressure off our joints and 

back.” She puts it as “getting back to basics”. 

As a final note she was asked the closing question of “What would you tell 

parents hesitant to allow their child to join cross country this year?” She replied 

by first giving her personal experience with running, “I would say that running 

helps me manage my stress and anxiety, and often helps me process my own 

thoughts.” To continue, she also said “I think it is a great sport for young people 

to get into as it teaches grit, perseverance and stamina (both mental and 

physical). It is a sport that doesn’t have to end with high school, is not expensive, 

and you can do it anywhere. If you want to do it with friends, you can- if you 

want to do it alone, you can. And the best part- you can always take your dog 

with you!!” Best of luck to the cross country team this year, go Wolves!



MORE WOLF NEWS
Middle School Music

- Katie Fallon

Mr. Spilling plans to inspire and 

motivate through band/choir by 

reminding them that they are all 

one big “musical family.” If he sees a 

band student struggling to play their 

instrument, he gives examples on 

how to play the song, how the 

melody goes, and helps them with 

hand placement. He claims 

“Anything they need me to do for 

them to get better.” He states: 

“Elementary through middle school 

I had really enjoyed singing/playing 

instruments, but it wasn’t until high 

school when I realized that teaching 

what I knew about band/choir to 

other people is what I wanted to do 

with my life.” 

Mr. Spilling has seen many students 

come and go, but a few of them he 

just knew were going to be 

outstanding musicians when they 

grow up. He claims, “I think that 

every student of mine has an ability 

to sing or play an instrument, but 

there are just some kids that have 

come my way that are natural born 

musicians. Mr. Spilling chose to be a 

music teacher because he thinks 

that it is fun, and he loves to come 

to work every day and feel like he’s 

about to have the time of his life. 

He also adores seeing the musical 

growth of his students. “Seeing my 

students go from point A to point B 

in my class just gives me a warm 

feeling inside.” For that, LPA says 

thank you to Mrs. Risley and Mr. 

Spilling for helping students reach 

their fullest musical potential.

Up Coming Student Council Elections

- Jacob Ducker and Catherine Adkins

On October 16th, Student Council elections will be finalized for sixth, seventh, 

and eighth graders.  “Brick and mortar” students should turn-in their sign-up 

sheets to Mrs. Herkel in room 406; while “online” students should submit 

their forms via email to Mrs. Hale at: Donna.Hale@stjohns.k12.fl.us by 

October 9th.  

To promote themselves to their peers, and announce themselves as 

candidates running for Student Council, participants can hang posters 

throughout the halls, from October 12th to the 16th but all signs must be taken 

down by October 19th.  “Online” students can also hang posters by asking one 

of their classmates to place them around the school on their behalf.  One of 

the “requirements” to become a student council member is that you must 

earn “only A’s and B’s” says Mrs. Hale.  Having any discipline reports, such as 

referrals, would also prevent you from being allowed to join.  As a candidate, 

you must come into the Liberty Pines school building, and present 1 minute 

maximum speech on the morning announcements, to be seen by all your 

classmates.  This will provide an opportunity for all students to know who 

their candidate options are and help them determine who they would like to 

have serve as the voice of their grade.  

Student Council candidates in 6th grade will give their speeches on October 

13th, 7th grade candidates will be on October 14th, and those in 8th grade on 

October 15th.  Voting will take place during students’ history classes.  Students 

can only vote for candidates in their grade level. For all three grades, there 

are a total of 12 Student Council spots available.  There will only be four 

representatives per grade level. Once the student council members are 

elected, then three different individuals will be selected for president, vice 

president and secretary by the counvil.  Student Council’s responsibilities are 

mostly to represent the student body and host community service 

opportunities and fundraisers that give back financially to the school.  

Currently, LPA is saving for an electric LED leaderboard for events that would 

replace the one in the front entrance of the school.  Fundraisers are mainly 

fun activities that are accessible to parents and students that are reasonably 

affordable.  This club has a significant influence on Liberty Pines’ students, by 

promoting a good social environment, and healthy relationships.  Just like 

National Junior Honors Society, (NJHS) promotes high over-all academics, LPA 

Student Council represents solid, quality leaders, and that’s why we need 

you!! 
Media Matters September 2020

New Books!
Once again, LPA has many new arrivals in both books and 
eBooks. (We have many SSYRA books in both formats.)

And, thanks to PTO we have many wonderful, new books which 
were ordered over the summer! J

Classes have resumed and students are enjoying hearing stories 
and learning how to find books using call numbers.
The media center is always an exciting, busy place!

mailto:Donna.Hale@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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SEPTEMBER 
PAW PATS

9/11

5th Grade: 
Louay Boustanji
Hunter Dison
Cadence Raines 
Katherine Sobol

6th Grade:
Nicholas Avignore
Maddison Barrett
Jakob Bell
James Howell
Bryce Motycka
Adam Rayon
Aislinn Reiher
Taylor Shaw

7th Grade: 
Avery Carlyon
Maxwell Sobol

8th Grade:
Logan Bell

9/18

8th Grade:
Connor Messmer
Zaki Rajwani

7th Grade: 
Natalie Bachman x2
Semaya Jackson
Matthew McCauley

6th Grade:
Belle Albers
Zoey Albers
Jakob Bell
Sofia Zardetto

5th Grade:
Kate Bachman
Colton Baldwin
Olivia Detlefs
Katherine Sobol
Alex Yeoman

4th Grade:
Anna Russo
Gabriel Thompson

2nd Grade:
Nathanial Lesiak
Rylan McMurry

1st Grade: 
Brianna Ingold-Cody

9/25

1st Grade: 
Emma Irby
Declan Williams

2nd Grade: 
Dylan Hamilton
Thomas Thielemann
Graeme Veale

4th Grade:
Mia Loree

5th Grade:
Kate Bacham
Colton Baldwin
Olivia Detlefs
Cassie Harris

6th Grade:
James Howell
Adam Rayon

7th Grade: 
Cohen Cox
William Glover
Karina Gulden

8th Grade: 
Barton Abstein
Lucy Bridges
Brody Eisenhath
Phillip Furukawa

So, the question everyone is wondering is who is Ms. 

Scoggins? Ms. Scoggins is the elementary art teacher at 

“Liberty Pines Academy”!! Ms. Scoggins has had to 

adjust to some new changes in the art resource due to 

covid-19! For example, she states that she is “always 

looking forward to clay,”; however this year she isn’t 

sure if her kids will be allowed to in class because 

sharing clay and touching it may go against the covid

rules. To follow up, Ms. Scoggins explains that the only 

conflict she has faced in the year so far is how short the 

classes are for resource now. She tells “classes are only 

30 minutes now” which makes it harder to teach a lot of 

information.  This is not stopping Ms. Scoggins from 

having a great new art year though!

Ms. Scoggins was asked how long projects take due to 

the shorter classes. Scoggins responded with “usually 

two or three class periods and takes a while to put art 

on walls.” It has become more challenging since 

resource classes are shorter, and she is only able to see 

her student’s once a week, but she is managing just 

fine.

The Mirror Mural is a new addition to LPA! It was 

inspired by a Pinterest post. Mrs. Hemingway saw it and 

thought it had “wolf pride”. It is unique and the mirrors 

have beautiful designs. 

K-5 students are working on “Dot Day”. It is inspired by 

the book The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds. They are making 

stickers to put on the shields. In order to keep each 

other safe, Ms. Scoggins sends out recommended 

supplies to students’ teachers so they can bring in their 

own stuff. When the kids finish with supplies, like 

brushes, there is a “dirty bucket” so they can get 

cleaned properly. 

Ms. Scoggins says that “the kids are fantastic this year”. 

The art year seems like a blast already! 

Art Corner 

- Ryan Avignone and Mara Tate 



Grade Level Reminders:
Kindergarten https://remind.com/join/lpakind
er
1st Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpafirst
2nd Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpasecond
3rd Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpathird
4th Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpafourth
5th Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpafifth
6th Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpasixth
7th 
Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpaseventh
8th Grade: https://remind.com/join/lpaeighth

LPA PTO News
- Ainsley Drenning 

The truth is that COVID-19 has changed a lot, but doesn’t mean it has changed all. One of those big things is PTO and all they do 

here at Liberty Pines Academy. 

 To start, PTO has a new website - www.lpapto.com. On this website, parents and staff can check out important dates 

with the PTO, look where the money is spent for the school, and see when meetings are or scheduled. Another thing that 

should be noted with what is going on with the PTO is there is still time to join. If you want to get involved with the PTO 

contact Melissa Woody at president@lpapto.com or volunteer@lpapto.com “They would love to hear from you,” Melissa 

Woody said. In addition to this, joining the PTO helps them raise every dollar through a membership drive that directly 

supports the needs of the Liberty Pines Academy staff and teachers. 

 The next big things with the PTO and fundraisers are the spirit wear and sprit events. PTO would like to say thank you to 

everybody who ordered spirt wear this year. Following up on spirit wear - the most recent order hopefully will be 

distributed in early October. If you have any questions about this topic, message or ask Burton Jones. \

 The first spirit event will be held at Tropical Smoothie on Wednesday September 30th from 3-7pm. Parents and students 

will need to show their flyer and they will donate 15% of total sales to Liberty Pines Academy.

 One of the biggest events this year with the PTO is the Boosterthon! Every detail is prepared from little too big. This is 

one of the biggest fundraisers this year! However, because of COVID-19, it will look a little different, but even with the 

new differences, this fundraiser kicks off on October 27th and the big event will be on November 6th. More details about 

Boosterthon will follow.

 Charleston Wrap orders will be directly shipped to your house this year. Thank you to Marty Kondal for all her hard work 

on this fundraiser.

In conclusion, we leave off with a message from the PTO. As the LPA teachers and staff have been dealing with enormous 

amounts of stress and pressure this year because of COVID-19, the PTO say they miss their smiling faces in the hallways and 

cannot wait to spoil them in person. So, in the meantime they provided breakfast and lunch for the teachers and staff during 

the pre-planning this year. Another thankyou they want to mention is to Heather Gilbert, who organized all the food and had 

everything delivered to the school. Important to mention is the PTO also gave goodie bags for the bus drivers and crossing 

guards to share their appreciation on September 15th.  PTO says, “spoiling our LPA staff is one of our favorite things to do.” 

These big things are happing with the PTO.

Elementary Synchronous Learning at LPA – Katie Fallon

Elementary students are working well with synchronous learning.  Kindergarten 

teacher Mrs. Shepard recently commented, “Having to manage both online and 

in school students can be challenging at times, but we are successfully working 

together an improving every day.” When asked which students seem to be enjoy 

synchronous learning, she responded, “a mix of both. Some students seem to 

enjoy working online, and some really want to come back into the classroom so t                                                                                                         

hey can interact more with their peers.” 

As many teachers have different methods of teaching online students, Mrs. Shepard tries to give the distant learners as much 

involvement in their day to day classroom activities. She brings the computer wherever she goes so the online learners feel as 

if they are actually in the classroom. Online students misbehaving while teachers are trying to teach can be tricky to stop as a

result of them being behind a screen. Luckily Mrs. Shepard knows exactly how to stop it. She states “I use positive 

reinforcement, and when they are not listening to me I immediately ask them to stop so the bad behavior does not escalate. I 

don’t really have a lot of problems with this though because I have all good kids in my class”

A major challenge she has had to face regarding the online students is trying to make sure the distant learners parents 

understand Schoology, and learning how to incorporate distant learner students into the classroom. “These were initial 

challenges that we have all overcome together.” We greatly appreciate all of the teachers here at LPA for being patient with 

this online school process/journey as it is new to all of us and without all of you it would not be going this well.

https://remind.com/join/lpakinder
https://remind.com/join/lpafirst
https://remind.com/join/lpasecond
https://remind.com/join/lpathird
https://remind.com/join/lpafourth
https://remind.com/join/lpafifth
https://remind.com/join/lpasixth
https://remind.com/join/lpaseventh
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https://remind.com/join/lpaeighth&h=ATMkgPshbETyzklQYoIRBXWC1MC7IUP27IimVRU5YTQEkaxYt3K62hzvQ_iuxlAnhuQ49QSHg-MZ7fP30Mt9dJS8MBfgtsaetiW-7XaB--5qeRKIvQMz41ED6TcCYUtKhs9aCs3M5IoocssEeFKFVYtOppbNEDd89Lep2Oqu_Vavkg4UjYz_ZYnYkanMysQu0RrRXosfvEzZyQQ7wwzsuz9Tk9MTYFeQBFwliVpeT4swPRpkFExAzXqAPaq2QDRqtNgW8uR_Spm-IZePECDLSxhhhfXH1iyYFkc
http://www.lpapto.com/
mailto:president@lpapto.com
mailto:volunteer@lpapto.com
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