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Message from Mrs. Hemingway UPCOMING DATES
Liberty Pines Academy Families,

Battle of the Books – Congratulations to our Elementary and Middle School Battle 

Book teams. Their competitions took place at the end of January and both of our 

teams came in 2nd place. We are so proud of these young men and young ladies and 

their dedication to reading. We are proud to have you represent LPA! 

Bike Riders – Parents, we need your help. We have a large number of students riding 

bikes and skateboards to school with the use of a helmet. Helmets are required for all 

under the age of 16 riding bicycles on the sidewalk, roadway or other public 

property. The helmets must meet certain requirements and be properly affixed to 

the head. Please ensure that your child is wearing their helmet to and from school 

each day. 

February 5th

- 8:00 AM Science Fair 
viewing

February 6th

- Interims issued
- K-5 Class picture day
February 11th

- 4:00 PM SAC Meeting
February 13th

- 10:00 AM PTO meeting
February 17th

- President’s day
Student / Teacher holiday

February 18th

- 6:30 PM Social Media 
Parent Presentation

February 21st – February 28th
- PTO Yankee Candle 

Fundraiser
February 21st

- Sweetheart Ball K-2nd 6:00 –
7:00, 3rd-5th 7:30-8:30 

Work Left at Home – We ask for your cooperation with student items left at home. 

We will not be able to deliver forgotten homework, PE uniforms, band instruments, 

school supplies, or projects after 8:25 AM. The only exception to the policy is a 

student’s lunch/lunch money or eye glasses.  We value class instructional time and 

do not want to interrupt instruction for students to report to the office to collect 

items left at home. Please know that our teachers will provide all supplies needed 

for the day. 

How your child can protect themselves from Cyberbullying - Bullying does not 
always happen in person. Cyberbullying is a type of bullying that happens online or 
through text messages or emails. There are things your child can do to protect 
themselves.
 Always think about what you post. You never know what someone will forward. 

Being kind to others online will help to keep you safe. Do not share anything 

that could hurt or embarrass anyone.

 Keep your password a secret from other kids. Even kids that seem like friends 

could give your password away or use it in ways you don’t want. Let your 

parents have your passwords.

 Think about who sees what you post online. Complete strangers? Friends? 

Friends of friends? Privacy settings let you control who sees what.

 Keep your parents in the loop. Tell them what you’re doing online and who 

you’re doing it with. Let them friend or follow you. Listen to what they have to 

say about what is and isn’t okay to do. They care about you and want you to be 

safe.

 Talk to an adult you trust about any messages you get or things you see online 

that make you sad or scared. If it is cyberbullying, report it to you parents!

LPA Learning Leader,

Traci Hemingway

Celebrating our Mrs. Scoggins and
Mrs. Herkel our Teacher and 
Rookie Teacher of the Year!
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LPA DRAMA

Corner

- Gabi Turner

CHECK OUT AND 
DISMISSAL REMINDERS!

Dismissal begins at 2:45 on M, T, Th, F 
and 1:45 on Wednesday.  After school 
activities end anywhere between 4 
and 6pm.  Parents are expected to be 
at LPA to pick up their child at 
dismissal or the end time of the 
activity.

Early checkout times are as follows:  
M, T, TH, F checkouts must be 
completed by 2:15pm and 1:15pm on 
Wednesdays.

The D.C. 2020 Trip

-Macey Millard and Maddie Rathjen

The eighth graders had a great time on their annual D.C. trip. They left Sunday, 

January 12th and arrived back at the school Friday, the 17th. Monday, our first 

day, we started our day with a scavenger hunt at the Smithsonian World History 

Museum. Then, we went to the National Archives, toured the memorials, and saw 

the FDR, MLK and Jefferson Memorials illuminated at night. Day two, we visited 

Ford’s Theatre, the Smithsonian Museum of American History, the US Holocaust 

Memorial Museum, and the Museum of African American History. Later that day, 

we also ate dinner at Comedy Sportz. 

Wednesday, was a very eventful day. First, we arrived at the White House for a 

tour. Then, we took a group photo in front of the Capitol, where we were joined 

by Congressman John Rutherford. Next, we went to the Senate Gallery. We also 

went to the Library of Congress, walked past the Supreme Court, and went to 

Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum. Finally, we ended our night with a dinner cruise 

on the Potomac River. Our final day, we went to Mount Vernon and toured George 

Washington’s Mansion. Then, we went to the Arlington Cemetery and watched 

Noel Martinez, Austin Bosley, Hailey Earnest, and Jay Dalvi represent LPA in the 

wreath laying ceremony. Finally, we went to the Hard Rock Café and departed for 

home.

The Sound of Music!

Auditions are over and done with! Everyone did amazing, and definitely 

brought the hills to life! This will be the biggest cast and crew we’ve 

ever had with a whopping 59 kids! Mrs. Herkel says that she was 

extremely impressed with the vocal auditions, and that there was so 

much talent present. She is so excited that she gets to direct one of her 

all-time favorite shows, and she thinks the biggest challenge will be 

blending the elementary kids with the middle school kids for the first 

time. The cast and crew lists are posted outside Mrs. Herkel’s door. 

Good job to everyone who tried out!

What’s Up in Classes!

Advanced Drama: working on duet scenes

Technical Theatre: group set design project

7th Grade: creating puppets and performing puppet shows for the 

kindergarten
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New Teacher Spotlight

- Lilly DeLamielleure and Abby Cowling

IN THE SPOTLIGHT AT LPA

Relay for Life

- Maddie Rathjen and Macey Millard

As you may know Relay for Life is a middle school club that raises money for the 

American Cancer Society. Their most recent fundraiser has been the luminary sales. 

The members sold white paper bags with small battery powered candles, as well as 

set bags of sand at the front of the SJGCC neighborhood for everyone to use to 

decorate for the holidays. Their overall goal was $1000 and they have surpassed their 

goal by over $3000 dollars, reaching a grand total of $4008. They call themselves the 

“Relay Rockers” and Relay for Life sure is rocking it. We can’t wait to see what they do 

next!

The newest edition to the LPA teaching staff is 4th grade teacher Ms.Applegate. 

This year will be her 1st year being a teacher. She started teaching at LPA as an 

associate teacher for 2nd grade in the beginning of this school year. She has 

been a solo teacher in 4th grade for about a month. She took over for Ms. 

Krusemark who transferred to be the STEM teacher. Ms. Applegate went to 

college at Western Governors University where she completed a teaching 

program. She originally lived in Connecticut before she moved here to Florida. 

She was excited to begin teaching because she sees teaching as an opportunity 

to make a difference in her students’ lives. She wants to be able to give back 

with the gift of knowledge.

The inspiration that sparked her love of teaching all started when she was a 

tutor. Working full time in an office and only an hour a day as a tutor, she found 

herself looking forward to that limited time she spent helping kids. She found it 

more meaningful and wanted to do more of what she loved.  Her favorite 

subject to teach her young learners is science. In Ms.Applegate’s free time she 

likes to spend time with Gary, her beloved cat. She motivates her kids by 

helping them understand that everyone makes mistakes and you can always 

learn and improve for them. She also always encourages them to just do their 

best. Ms.Applegate’s goal for the remainder of the year is for her class to move 

forwards instead of backwards. She wants her students to be able to 

understand by themselves the first time rather than having to do retakes. LPA 

looks forward to a great rest of the year with her. Star Student 

- Izzie Humphreys and Aidan 

Emmett 

This month’s star student of 5th

grade is Paige Svagdis . Paige’s 

favorite thing about Liberty 

Pines Academy are her teachers. 

She says they have a very fun 

and creative way of teaching and 

are very sweet. When she’s in 

class she likes learning about 

math and her favorite part is 

multiplication. When Paige is out 

of school she does gymnastics. 

She likes learning new skills and 

how it always keeps her 

entertained. She hopes when 

she grows up she will be an 

Olympic gymnast.  

Odyssey of the Mind Club Update
- Aidan Emmett and Izzie Humphreys 

The second semester Odyssey of the Mind is off to a great start. The middle school team 

goes to a competition in February. They will present their solutions to longterm problems 

in a skit. Club practices consist of lots of problem solving exercises. It allows children to 

open up their minds in order to problem solve. The elementary coaches are Mrs. Scoggins 

and Ms. Earnshaw. The middle school coaches are Ms.Brigandi and Ms.Wagner. 
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Art Corner

– Evan Le

Robotics Update

- Evan Le

LPA’s first official Robotics Team recently competed and did extremely well. 

They won 1st place in the research category and ranked 4th overall. For the 

team, it was a good experience and their sponsor, Mrs. Swan hopes to do it 

again next year. They plan to compete again, coming back                                                                                                         

stronger than ever! 

Right now the team 

is building on their 

previous ideas and                                                                                                                          

fixing the flaws to 

hopefully achieve 1st

overall next time. 

We wish our team 

luck in the next                                                                                                             

competition! 

Media Matters:

Logan Weinstein and Marissa Sims

A new year brings new books to LPA including some student favorites, so 

remember to come check them out as the year progresses. St. Valentine’s Day 

is getting closer and the library staff is prepared. In a stroke of genius Ms. 

McCrary came up with a plan, to make book themed puns in “sweet tarts” all 

around the library. Make sure you come and see them as this Valentine’s Day 

approaches. This month we also have new reader leaders including the 

following students: Nolan Smith, Tony Falko, Courtney Boshell, Cecilla

Ventresca, Franklin Benza, Brady Smith, Lakshmi O’Connor, Liam Bryant, Ivy 

Chen, Cole Commarford, Nolan Myers, Charlotte Nieman, Pierce Widrich, Kyla 

Crooks, Carmen Lovecin, Braden Motycka, Matthew Thomas, Alan Le, Shreya 

Kalarikkal, and Sydney Salva. Also, this month our very own elementary battle 

of the books team won second place! This is not only fantastic, but also a new 

school record!

100th Day of School
- Lexi Van Halter

The one hundredth day of school 

recently passed on January 23rd. The 

“hundredth day of school” was 

celebrated by kindergarten and 1st

grade. The kindergarteners along with 

teachers dressed up as elderly people 

and the first graders decorated t-shirts 

with one hundred items on them. 

Students decorated t-shirts with items 

such as buttons or stickers. The 

hundredth day of school was special to 

kindergarten because it’s a celebratory 

day and a day they get to dress up. The 

first graders enjoyed the day because 

they got to walk down a runway and 

show off their creativity. Overall, the 

hundredth day of school is a benchmark 

of the school year, which will soon be 

coming to an end, that everyone 

celebrates.



SPORTS NEWS!!!
Middle School Basketball Schedule 

Basketball News

- Raelyn Cash and Lexi van Halter 

Girls Basketball Update

-Raelyn Cash

This basketball season is officially in progress 
and off to a great start! Our first game on 
January 14th against Gamble Middle School 
we lost 26-37. Although LPA lost, the girls 
worked hard and kept the score close. Next 
game on January 23rd they played against 
FCMS and won 33-12. This win was a great 
confidence booster and shows how we 
improved from the last game. On January 
16th, the girls lost again against Landrum, 8-
27. Once again this allowed the girls to learn 
from mistakes and work harder and better 
for the next game. Finally, we lost to Murray 
28-33 on January 28th. The close score 
shows the girls improvement. We are so 
proud of the girls regardless of scores. Keep 
up the great work!

Our kindergarteners were THRILLED to play 
on the new playground for the first time!  
Their excitement (particularly over the 
bouncy mulch) was priceless. Thank you 
from the K-Team for creating this wonderful 
addition to our school!

Boys Basketball Update

- Lexi Van Halter

The basketball season has officially began! Derren Marson an 8th grade 

student on the team said, “The team has great potential and they have 

great energy”. Our first game on January 14th LPA played against Gamble 

Rodgers and lost 20 to 53. Even though we lost, we put up an amazing 

fight. Then on January 16th the boys lost against Landrum 25 to 52 but tried 

their best. On January 23rd LPA kept it close but sadly lost 45 to 55 against 

Fruit Cove. The most recent game on January 26th against Murray the 

game ended with a score of 26 to 45. Throughout the season the team will 

keep up the effort and the work harder and harder to win.

COMING SOON… SPRING SPORTS
UPDATE!
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ART CORNER

- Evan Lee
Art is something that takes time and 
effort to get a feel for it. There’s no 
right or wrong, and people should 
follow what they feel when they do 
something. The art teachers at LPA 
believe that it’s important to truly be 
yourself when creating a piece. 
Motivation can be different for 
everyone whether the ability that 
comes with it draws you in or the 
respect you can get from others around 
you. For Mrs. Brigandi, she loves to see 
creativity in work and strives to see the 
next hint of talent from others. In order 
to get to the next step, you need 
something fresh to work on. In order to 
get this done and help the students, Art 
teachers look at previous projects and 
take inspiration from the creativity of 
past students and build on it to create 
something new and unique. Sadly, Mrs. 
Brigandi has finished her work with LPA 
and moved on to new projects of her 
own. She will be missed among 
students and teachers alike, but we can 
only hope the next art teacher lives up 
to the bar that’s been set so high.

Cultural Spotlight

- Brooke Barnett, Kyra Lagoutaris

Box Tops for LPA
Please remember to save your box tops 
and send them into school with the 
name of your teacher on the bag. 
Eventually, the Box Tops program will 
become digital-only.  Some packaging 
has the new Box Top label already. 
Download the Box Top app so you can 
scan your receipt! (You must scan your 
receipt within two weeks of purchase.) 
Every quarter the 
teacher with the 
most box tops from                                                                
their class will win 
a prize.  This is an easy way to earn 
money for our school!

This months’ spotlight is 6th grade                                                                                     

student Emma Gonsalves. Emma is 

Trinidadian, since both of her 

parents are from there. Trinidad is a 

small island in Spain. While English is 

the official language, Spanish and French are spoken there as well. In the 

late 1400’s, Trinidad was claimed for the Spanish crown, but later in the 

1700’s, it was invaded by the English, Dutch and French, creating a diverse 

language. In the 1600’s, the Dutch brought over enslaved African American’s 

and East Indian’s. Because of this, Trinidad’s population is made mostly of 

African American’s and East Indian’s. Because they were enslaved, the 

people of Trinidad had to learn to use their resources to make food and a 

variety of other things. Their food is very mixed. Some of the most popular 

dishes are callaloo, pelau, ox tail, pig tail, and a type of wonton. The people 

of Trinidad are very creative. They loved making music and having fun. They 

are known for many things like the creation of the steel pan, but they are 

most known for their music and bright, fun culture. We are lucky to have 

Emma at LPA to represent yet another exciting world culture.

Student Council Update
- Logan Weinstein and Marissa Sims

This year our student council is going on a trip to Epcot on February 
7th. The goal of this trip is for the student council to explore the 
everyday applications of teamwork techniques displayed by the 
Disney Cast Members that enable them to set-up to create and 
deliver world-class experience. When they return, they will bring 
back their newfound knowledge of teamwork and they will be able 
to share this great gift with all the students of LPA. They will do so 
through an interactive video they will make following their trip. To 
be able to afford this wonder filled experience Mrs. Herkel and Mrs. 
Hale, two of LPA’s middle school teachers and leaders of the 
student council, applied for a grant from The Players, Character 
Counts! Of St. Johns County, and also received a generous financial 
gift from the LPA SAC Committee.

REMINDERS: The bag it up drive is quickly approaching on April 27th. 
Here are just a few tips so you are properly prepared:
•Clean out your closets.
•Check through your old clothing.
•Remember to check lost and found- anything not claimed will be 
donated!
•And most importantly remember, this is for charity!



LPA 

PTO

CONGRATULATIONS! 

The PTO would like to congratulate our "of the month" winners!

Amy Lynch, Deputy Barnhart and Christopher Li

Nurse Amy Lynch: She never forgets, is always organized and handles 

everything with patience and grace. She always goes above and 

beyond and we are truly blessed to have her at LPA. Thank you Amy 

Lynch!

Deputy Barnhart: Each morning, you see him in the halls giving high-

fives and his "Sunshine Smile". He is a great role model for all of our 

students. He can also be seen at each LPA home game, not only doing 

his job, but also being one of LPA'S biggest fans. Thank you Deputy 

Barnhart!

Christopher Li: Christopher stopped to help an administrator clean up a 

mess in the hallway in order to keep our LPA students safe! Thank you 

Christopher L

Each winner will receive a sweet treat!

SAVE THE DATE!!!
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