WOLF NEWS
Liberty Pines Academy

Message from Mrs. Hemingway
Liberty Pines Academy Families,
Charlie Brown Christmas Performance – LPA is proud of the cast and crew for our
Charlie Brown Christmas performance. Our dedicated students and staff worked
tirelessly to put on this amazing performance. Way to go cast and crew!
Night of Arts - A HUGE thank you to our PTO, Mrs. Scoggins, Ms. Brigandi, Mr.
Spilling, and Ms. Risley for an amazing Night of Arts. Many of our LPA families were
able to come out and enjoy the artwork on display in the main hallway, our Wolf Pack
Singers and our Beginning, Concert and Jazz Band entertain us with holiday music.
We also had middle school STEM Fair projects on view in the cafeteria as well as our
book fair in the media center. Thank you to everyone who made this event a
memorable one for our LPA families.
Children Not Feeling Well – Parents, the flu season is upon us. We ask for your
assistance in keeping your child home if they are not feeling well. Here are some tips
that will help you determine if it is safe to send your child to school:
Our district policy states that you should not send your child to school if he/she has:






Fever in the past 24 hours (must be fever free without the help of medication)
Vomiting and/or diarrhea in the past 24 hours
Chills
Sore throat
Strep Throat (must have been taking an antibiotic for at least 24 hours before
returning to school)

Bad cold, with a very runny nose or bad cough, especially if it has kept the child
awake at night (a child with a very deep cough that won’t go away needs to see
the doctor).

Head lice – until your child has been treated according to the nurse or doctor’s
instructions

Eyes that appear red, runny or have drainage in them in the morning or
throughout the day
A child who is not feeling well will not be able to perform well in school and is likely to
spread the illness to other children and staff. We suggest making a plan for childcare
ahead of time so you will not be caught without a comforting place for your child to
stay if he/she is ill. Currently, we have seen cases of flu, strep throat, and pink eye at
LPA. Please help us to keep our school healthy. Any illness is considered an excused
absence and students have as many days as they are absent to make up all work and
assessments. Middle grade end of quarter exams can be made up after winter break.
The health and wellbeing of our students is our number one concern.
LPA Learning Leader,
Traci Hemingway
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UPCOMING DATES
December 23rd – January 3rd
Winter Break
January 6th
Second semester classes resume
January 9th
10:00 AM PTO meeting
January 12th 8
8th graders leave for DC
January 14th
4:00 PM SAC meeting
January 17th
8th graders return from DC
Report Cards
January 20th
Martin Luther King Day – No school
January 21st
3:00 PM auditions for spring play
January 23rd
Club picture day (bring club/team shirt)
3:00 PM auditions for spring play
January 30th
10:00 AM Souper Bowl Luncheon
January 31st
No students / Teacher In-service day

WOLF NEWS
CHECK OUT AND
DISMISSAL REMINDERS!
Dismissal begins at 2:45 on M, T, Th, F
and 1:45 on Wednesday. After school
activities end anywhere between 4
and 6pm. Parents are expected to be
at LPA to pick up their child at
dismissal or the end time of the
activity.
Early checkout times are as follows:
M, T, TH, F checkouts must be
completed by 2:15pm and 1:15pm on
Wednesdays.

HOLIDAY ART
CONTEST
Congratulations to our
Holiday art contest winners
this month.
This month all three winners
were from Mrs. Carroll’s 4th
grade class.
Congratulations to Gwen
Bergstrom, Blythe Duff, and
Garrett Carter.
Look for more fun contests
coming up in 2020!

LPA DRAMA
Corner
- Gabi Turner

A Charlie Brown Christmas
Sadly, the production has come to an end. The cast and crew put on an amazing
show both nights, and at the morning performances for our elementary school
students! Mrs. Herkel says her favorite part of the whole production was how the
show brought back precious childhood memories.

Interns- Classroom
Spotlight
- Maddie Rathjen and Macey Millard
Along with the many classroom interns
that we have there is also many interns
that work in the media center. Teno
Dawson is one of the eighth grade helpers
in the media center. He says that “It is
very relaxing” to work in the library. Ms.
Rogers says she likes to “help strengthen
whatever it is that they desire to do.”
They have many responsibilities like
helping to check books in/out, shelve
books, run errands, read stories to the
kids, and help with activities.

Getting to Know the Sound of Music
Cast and crew packets are available now in Mrs. Herkel’s room!! Older Elementary
school students are allowed to audition this year!! Auditions will be held on
January 21st and 23rd.

What’s up in the Drama Classes
Advanced Drama: Holiday improvisations
Technical Theatre: Striking the set of Charlie Brown
7th Grade Drama: Wrapped up Greek Theatre History unit, and performed their
plays

IN THE SPOTLIGHT AT LPA
New Teacher
Spotlight
Welcome Mrs. Adrian to the LPA family. She is formally from Ohio, and went to
- Lilly DeLamielleure and Abby Cowling
college at Ohio State University and Liberty University. When it comes to teaching,
Mrs. Adrian doesn’t have a favorite subject that she likes teaching because she
believes they are equally fun and important. Every day she looks forward to
making an impact on her students. Whether the lesson be on math, or real world
connections, she values spreading her knowledge. In her free time, Mrs. Adrian
loves to garden, go kayaking, hike, and she likes to spend time outdoors with her
son and dog.
This is Mrs. Adrian’s 5th year teaching and she loves every day of it. She was
inspired to teach because when she was little, she would always play school with
her dad. She enjoys working with kids and tries to motivate them every day by
establishing the intrinsic value, when she tries to teach a school lesson and makes
her best effort to incorporate a life lesson. Mrs. Adrian is a real life role model and
we are so glad to have her at our school.
Another new teacher who joined us this year is Mrs. Martinez. She is originally
from Mt. Vernon, New York, and eventually made her way down to here in
Florida. She went to the University of Florida, in Gainesville. There she majored in
Physical Therapy and minored in education. She was inspired to start teaching
because she interned in a second grade and she loved it. The growth that she saw
in the kids during the time she was there with them intrigued her. She was
inspired by them, and then she decided that’s what she wanted to do with her life.
Mrs. Martinez began teaching in 2001. Her favorite subjects
to teach are math and science. She teaches 5th grade at LPA
and has many tricks to motivate her students. One of her
values that she pushes out to her students is to always have
a positive outlook on things. She wants them to know that
everyone fails at some point in time, and that is a part of life
but the way you act based on the misses is what really matters. With half the year
done, Ms. Martinez’s goal is that her students will continue to grow and show
progress not only in 5th grade but also beyond fifth grade and in life. She looks
forward every day to seeing kids finally understand topics and being proud of
themselves, and she is happy that she is there to guide them through. When she’s
not at school she enjoys reading, jogging, biking, spending time with family, and
all around activities outdoors. We can’t wait for the rest of the year with her!

Star Student

5th Grade Field Trip
- Riley O’Keefe and Macey Millard
The annual 5th grade field trip took
place on December 5th. All of the
students loaded up on buses and
headed to the IMAX. Playing at the
theater was Severe Weather, and it was
based on the 5th grade science
curriculum. 5th grade student Kealie
Wilkinson from Mrs. Frank’s class said
her favorite part was watching the film
because it “had a lot of action.” Not
only did they get to view the actionpacked film, the students also got to
enjoy a delicious lunch outside.

Patriot’s Pen
Essay Contest
Congratulations to
Shreya Kalarikkal
and Alan Li, who
placed 1st and 2nd place
respectively in VFW’s Patriot’s Pen
Scholarship Contest sponsored by the
Bryan Tutten Memorial VFW Post 2391.
They will be recognized Monday, January
13 at the VFW Post meeting. In addition,
their essays will go on to be entered into
the District Competition.

- Izzie Humphreys and Aidan Emmett
December’s student of the month is fourth grader Abigail Dulaney from Ms.Revuelta’s class. Her
favorite subject is social studies because she enjoys learning about the past. She has four siblings and
two dogs. In her free time she enjoys hanging out with her friends and family. When not at school she
excels at swim; she enjoys being in the water. Her favorite part about Ms. Revuelta is how she explains
things and that she’s funny. Her favorite part of LPA is all of her friends. Ms. Reveulta couldn’t say
enough good things. “Not only is Abigail a student who strives to do her best, she also enjoys helping
others. She is an incredible friend to so many.” Abigail is such a good person to the class.
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MORE WOLF NEWS
Art Corner
– Evan Le

Art Corner
- Kyra Lagoutaris
This month, the middle school
art classes did their very first 3D
artwork based off Lichtenstein Pop Art.
Persephone Barnhart did ZAP.
Ava Townsend did POP.
Hadley Bell did SLOP.

Basketball News
- Lexi van Halter
This 2020 basketball season will be one to
remember. The coaches are very excited to
see the players improve throughout the
season. Congratulations to everyone who
made the team. The boy’s team consists of
Tyler Owens, Will Dudley, Rylan Cole, Aydan
Rivera, Brody Eisenhuth, Chris Redd, Auston
Hsich, Nick Weiss, Alex Stone, Derren
Marson, Krishiv Singh, Tommy Jordan, Rohan
Roman, Jace Cobb, and Zaki Rajawani. The
girl’s team includes Morgan Cremen, Abby
Knauff, Avarie Burns, Ryan Avigone, Gabi
Tricules, Mara Tate, Kate Zupko, Chloe
Hamilton, Kiana Gonzalez, Angelica Gonzalez,
Brianna Peterson, and Natalie Bachman.
Wishing for an amazing season.

SPORTS NEWS!!!
Middle School Basketball Schedule

Soccer Season Ends in the
Playoffs
-Macey Millard and Maddie Rathjen
Good season Wolves! Both teams made it to
the SJMSSA playoffs. The boys ended up
placing third, winning two out of four games.
The girls sadly lost all three games. The girls
also had their team party December, 15th.
Gracie Coskey on the girl’s team said,
“Soccer brought out all of our individual skill
sets together to work as one.” Matthew S.
on the boy’s team said, “We had a good
season. We played hard. We were unlucky in
the end.” Both teams had an amazing
season. Every kid on the field always gave it
their all.

LPA STAFF VS. 8th GRADE VOLLEYBALL GAME!

MORE WOLF
NEWS

Holiday Christmas Carol
Survey Results and Trivia
Logan Weinstein and Marissa Sims

Band Update

“Joy to the world”, “Mary Did You Know”, and “Deck the Halls”, just a few of
the many popular holiday jingles, but which one is the most popular at LPA?
This month LPA students participated in a poll on their favorite holiday song,
and unsurprisingly the majority of students voted for “Last Christmas,” and
respectively, “You’re a mean one Mr. Grinch” followed, with “I Want a
Hippopotamus for Christmas” not far behind.

On Saturday Deember 7th, the LPA
Middle School Band marched in the
annual St. Augustine Christmas Parade
and received many compliments for
their performance.

“Last Christmas” was written and originally performed by George Michael.
Surprisingly the song has almost nothing to do with Christmas; it was written
about a failed relationship and the couple’s confrontation a year later.
George got inspired by revisiting his parents and mysteriously disappeared
for an hour, then created his song.

In addition, the LPA band had three
students selected for the District Honor
Band! This band is a concert band that
is composed of some of the best 8th
grade musicians in the district. Blake
Berdon, Brogan Earley and Tyler McCall
were chosen to represent LPA. The
honor band performance will be held
on Jan 26th at 3pm at Pacetti Bay.

"You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch" is a Christmas song that was originally
written and composed for the 1966 cartoon special “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas” based on Dr. Seusss’s children’s book. The lyrics were written by
Theodor "Dr. Seuss" Geisel, the music was composed by Albert Hague, and
the song was performed by Thurl Ravenscroft.
“I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas” was written by Gayla Peevey when
she was 10-years-old and then she recorded the song in 1953. Shortly
afterward, the Oklahoma City Zoo decided to capitalize upon the success of
their local celebrity by starting a campaign to buy a hippo for Gayla
for Christmas.

Cultural Spotlight
- Brooke Barnett, Kyra Lagoutaris

Box Tops for LPA
Please remember to save your box tops
and send them into school with the
name of your teacher on the bag.
Eventually, the Box Tops program will
become digital-only. Some packaging
has the new Box Top label already.
Download the Box Top app so you can
scan your receipt! (You must scan your
receipt within two weeks of purchase.)
Every quarter the
teacher with the
most box tops from
their class will win
a prize. This is an easy way to earn
money for our school!

This months’ spotlight is 8th grade student Kendra Schaefer. Kendra is
of Irish descent. Her family mainly celebrates St. Patrick’s Day, but
religious ceremonies are very important in the Irish culture. To
celebrate St. Patrick’s day, her family eats corn beef, potatoes, and
spinach.

Christmas Traditions - Brooke Barnett
Everyone who celebrates Christmas has traditions. Whether it’s getting
together with family and hiding a pickle in the tree, or maybe just feasting
together and having fun times. There’s always some yearly activity that’s
done consistently in a family. As for what Mrs. Delaney and Mrs. Hemingway
do, Mrs. Delaney bakes Christmas cookies with her family and she spends
Christmas Eve at church. Mrs. Hemingway has her mother and in-laws spend
the night, waking up to a big breakfast and Christmas joy. At the end of the
day Mrs. Hemingway’s sister, and her four kids come to spend a week at her
house since they live in Georgia. No matter what they’re doing, they’re
spending time with family and enjoying every moment they have together.
Make sure to enjoy some of these traditions next week, and the journalism
class wishes everyone happy holidays!

CELEBRATING STUDENTS
Congratulations to the following students who took and
passed the Database Essential Certification Exam in
Mrs. Grubbs ICT 2 classes:
Boulin, Samuel
Clark, Reagan
Edwards, Daniel
Edwards, Lex
Higgs, Joseph
Kramer, Tyler
Lada, Savannah
Langowski, John
LeNeave, Jacob
Lupcho, Ashley
Marshall, Rhea
Motycka, Braden
O'Berc, Thomas
Sims, Marissa
Smith, Pierson
Warrington, Brady
Wyllie, Adrien
Alsup, Ashley
Balcita, Bryant
Baronet, Liliana
Branscome, Grace
Burnett, Hannah
Carter, Daniel
Chatterjee, Aishani
Crooks, Kyla
Eng, Marlee
Kelly, Katelyn
Logan, Chase
McClune, Regan
O'Berc, Daniel
Palacios, Vincent
Patel, Avighna
Posse, Luke
Quindara, Ahrwel
Rao, Rohan
Rivera, Aydan
Sechrist, Matthew
Tricules, Gabriella
Wood, Morgan
Zona, Madison
Bradley, Christian
Bragg, Ryan
Dudley, William

Edwards, Zane
Gieselman, Isaac
Hodges, Noah
Jones, Jaycee
Merritt, Matthew
Meyer, Madison
Montolio, Adan
Neelkant, Shiven
Pan, Jun
Pensiero, Nicholas
Riley, Madeline
Tosku, Jason
Tran, Ashley
Tressler, Joshua
Vaden, Marina
Wahid, Farhan
Willis, Mason
Baddam, Mahit
Bae, Kyle
Cosgrove, Hannah
Daza, Ashley
DiBenedetto, Brayden
Donohue, Aidan
Fennell, Haley
Graunke, Eva
Hsieh, Oscar
Manfresca, Mario
Mattey, Colton
McKinney, Mia
O'Malley, Lauren
Phuong, Vivian
Reno, Jackson
Ricard, Brendan
Riceman, Aisley
Roberts, Vanessa
Romney, Yomara
Russo, Roberto
Sabol, Dylan
Spencer, Ahmal
Tate, Mara
Thomas, Matthew
Varney, Ava
Wood, Jackson
Worthy, McKinley

LPA 5th Grade STEM Fair
District Representatives
2019-2020
Sanjana Kalarikkal- “Save Our Beaches~
Which Barrier Prevents Soil Erosion the Most
on a Model Beach?”
Bryce Motycka- “How much power can a
homemade hydroelectric turbine generate?”
Reagan Lundy- “Which Type of Toothbrush
Bristle is faster for Racing; Slanted or
Straight?”

Seventh Grade Science Fair Winners Heading
to Districts!
Brick Balcita- Playing with Fire
Christian Bradley - HeartRate Monitor: Homemade Devicce vs. App
Store Monitor
Joey Higgs - Rumble, Shake, Get Ready for an Earthquake
Pranavi Nagpal - Sunscreen Pollution
Tharun Dhanabal - Renewable Energy
Braden Motycka - Hydroelectric Power
Cole Van Wagner - What type of bat is better: Aluminum or Wood?
Carter Williams - Determination at best water propellant amount to
achieve maximum altitude for water propelled rockets.
Colin Crowther - Strength test on a torsion spring with varying cord
materials
Savannah Lada - Effect of Yogurt and cereal on blood sugar
Cameryn Richardson - Does the amount of light a bean plant receive
affect its rate of growth
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LPA
PTO

• Thank you to the Furyk Foundation and Hugs of St. Johns County for
donating food bags to our Blessings in a Backpack students to have over
the Christmas break.
• Mack’s Tenders Spirit Night brought in $75! Thank you to everyone who
participated!!
•
Bravoz passes are still on sale and make an excellent Christmas gift.
You could even purchase a pair of Bravoz socks and put the gift card
inside!

• Our first Follett book fair was a HUGE
success. We sold a little over $17,000 worth
of books which earned us over $5,300 worth
of new books for our media center! Way to go
LPA! The book fair is not a PTO fundraiser,
but it is a service we provide to the media
center so 100% of the profit goes straight into
new books for all K-8 kids! Thanks to all the
volunteers who came out to help, we so appreciate you! See you in the
Spring! :-)

Holiday Around the World
- Izzie Humphreys and Aidan Emmett
Holiday around the world is a great
experience for kids to use to understand
and respect different cultures. Every
student got to “visit” 6 different countries: Mexico, Australia, Germany, Israel,
Sweden, and Italy. They rotated to different classrooms and learned about that
country’s traditions. When we asked Ms. York why they do holiday around the world,
she said “to get the students exposed to different cultures and traditions.” Ms. York
also said that the students have been very excited to do holiday around the world and
when we asked kids if they enjoyed it they all said excitedly, “Yes!” and explained that
their favorite place was Germany. Holiday Around the World is a great experience.
Thank you to all the teachers who took time out of their day to have these kids have a
fun experience learning new things.

Washington D.C. Tips - Lexi van Halter, Abbey Cowling and Lilly DeLamielleure
The D.C. trip is around the corner and hopefully these tips help you prepare.










Make sure to pack multiple layers to avoid cold and be able to adjust to weather.
Bring more than one pair of shoes in case of snow and rain.
Bring a pillow and blanket for bus ride.
Bring snacks for bus ride and hotel room.
Make sure you keep room neat and organized to not lose items.
Bring an empty garbage bag for dirty clothes.
Bring a charger, portable charger, and head phones for bus.
Hats and beanies to keep head and ears warm, Warm socks and gloves too
Also while packing, consider looking into the weather forecast for the next week to be prepared.

GOLD
LEVEL
SPONSORS
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